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ANTIUJ^Il'A'TES 
BREMErONACENSES: 

O R, T H E 

Roman Antiquities 
OVERBOROVGH. 

WHEREIN 

OVERBOROVGH is proved the 
Bkemetonacab of ^n/w»»«x. The 
year when, and the Roman who eie&ed 
tbisflation, collededout of 7a«V»r. An 
account of the garriTon there. AUb of 
the idol who was tutelar deity of Over- 
henugb. 

*• TV) wfaicbb added, 

"^ DESCRIPTION of as many Monk- 
MBHTS of Antiqjjity as Jiave been dug 
up or dUcovered there lately, tending to illu- 
ftratethe HISTORV of this once bmam 
Station. 

^iias rehtts multae dviuttet^ quae in ilium diem ex aefua 
tgerantt datit ohjidibui iramfefiurtt etpra^fitUis Cas- 
T I L L I s qr I nrrinv^M. 

Tacitus^ Viu 4gric9lae. 

LONDON: 

Printed by Hbkrv WooDPALLiWidioutTM/Jlr'fM*. 

Mdccxlvi. 
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T O 

Robert Fenwkk Elq; 

SIR, 

THE Ikroure you are pleafcd to in- 
dulge me in, wliich are of fii^- 
lar advantage to me, and the hoi^ 
piaiity I am treated with at Ooerhtrmgh; 
the fitft creating in me no finall legard and 
value for that venerable old place, the fe- 
cood fumiQiing me with convenience and 
opportunity to examine into the monu- 
ment> of it ; arc my chief motives to thefe 
icdlowing pages. After I had for feveral 
wedoi ffox. all my leiAue hours, in ran* 
lacking among the Roman antiquities, and 
oolIeSing the memorials, which related to 
Overhenugh, and put my remarks toge- 
ther in the following' chapters} I be- 
Aou^t me, I would venture to make oft 
A 2 of 
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iv D E D I CAT I N. 
of this, as an expedient to convey the fenfc 
of my gratitude, by putting this little book 
into your hands, iince I knew not of any 
other means proper to make acknowledg- 
ments by. What miftakes your lagaciou^ 
and dee{>-dilceming eye (hall dilcover, as 
irregularity of method, allertions not well 
grounded, inferences not well fupported ; I 
ftill flatter myfelf, your great judgment, 
and as great candour, in cafe thefe miftakes 
prove not too many and too grofs, will 
eafily pardon and overlook ; when you re- 
colledl, what a blind fubjeA I had to ma- 
nage, what an untrodden path I had to 
trace out, wrapped up in darknefs and ob^ 
Icurity, and in the profound iilenceof the 
Roman hiftorians as to any thing exprefs 
upon this ilation. Upon which account I 
found myfelf under an abfolute neceflity, 
to pick and cull all the materials, with 
which I have worked up this eflay, from 

no 
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DEDICATION. v 
no other lights befides onty the mofl ^u- 
thentick faints, and befl-attefted Icraps of 
hiftoiy and antiquity, which fell within the 
compals of ray fearches. 

When I confidered how few thefe 
monutnents are, belonging toBRErasTO- 
N A C'A E, which I have but barely reicued 
fiom oblivion ; I muft'confels, I was forced' 
to do violence to my natural temper, be- 
fore I could perfuade myfelf to make you a 
prefent of this trifle. What prevailed was 
this, the fubjed is old Breubtonacae, 
which makes me modeftly hope, an eflay 
upon the Roman antiquities of your own 
feat, even with all thefe defeds, may not 
be ungrateful or unacceptable to you. 

Besides, I coidd not help being a lit- 
tle out of humour with our antiquarians, 
who in my opinion have not done that 
juftice which the antiquity of Overborough 

merited 
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. vi DEDICATION. 
merited (iom them. The fiimous Camdai. 
is the only antiquarian, that has been upon 
the fpot, and perlbnally examined the mo- 
! numents here. All the reft lince his time 
have not vouchrafed this ftation a vifit, but 
contented themlekes wilhonly tranlctibing 
their accounts of Overboriugb bom Cam- 
den'iiBritannia. Even the lateft and learn- 
.cdeft antiquarian, the incomparable HarJIty, 
•when he comes to give an account of Ovtr- 
ttrougUx ^ri/bn of foldiers called the dt- 
fenfirttt only tells us, that whether thefii 
if<ddiei3 might be employed in defending 
pafles, or what elle, he could not deter- 
mine ; lb leaves them as he found them, 
lihe iame author, when he comet to trace 
out the military way belonging to Ovtr- 
borough, juft acquaints us,. that as to the 
military .way ifrom Ovethrough to Sibr- 
.defter, we muft ftill be content to be in the 
.dark about it. Neither has any one of all 

tfaofe 
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DEDICATION. Tfi 
thole anti<{uarian8, which have faUea with- 
ia the compafi of my readiiig, exprefily 
told us the year when, or the Roman gCr 
neral who laid the foundation of 0I4 Bki- 
UETONACA&. Thele defeds influencing 
my heart, in which I found already no 
ordinary degree of zeal for the honour of 
my favourite ftation, I relblved to become 
advocate, for want of a better, in behalf of 
the Roman antiquity of Overiorougb. Why 
Ihould the honour of BRSMtTONACAi 
lie buried in dull ? When I caa teU you 
this old hillock of yovt'i haa been diftio- 
tiuiflied -with particular marks CmT regard by' 
two of the gteateft comaanders next after 
Julius Caefar that ever the Romans had in 
Britain. Julius Agrictla chofe this hill 
to build Bbimetonacae upon in the 
firft century of Chriftianity, within the 
eaft fide of whole fortrefi your houfe and 
gardens Aand. TheodoJIus tepaifed and 
garrifoned 
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viii VEDICATION. 
ganifoned this foitreli in the fourth cen~ 
tury, juft after it had been demdifhed hj 
the Caledonian PiCls oi Scotland. 

The mentioning thefe two illuftrions 
Romans, Julitts Agrkola, whofe wars with, 
as well as whole extraordinary benefits be- 
ftowed upon the Britmi of our country, ate 
fo finely delcribed by Tacltui : Tleodofius, 
whole exploits againft the Caledonians, in 
behalf, and for the relief, of the Britons of 
the empire in thele parts, ate no lefi cele- 
brated by Marcellinus and Claudian; brings 
to my mind thole thoughts which I pleaTed 
myfelf withal laft time I was at Overio- 
rough. The two difierent and quite oppo- 
fite fates attending this hillock piefemed 
tfaemfelves to my imagination. The houles 
Agricola and tbeodofius built at Overbo' 
rough were defigned for the pomp of war, 
and to bes tenor to all around them ; the 

houfe 
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DEDICATION. ix 
haufe v^hich jou are buildings which as it 
rifes difcoverS elegance without ill judg- 
ment, and ufcfulnefs without ofttntation, 
ii deligned for the kind offices of peace and 
good neighbourhood. The honfes which 
thefe two o\A Romans built here were lliut up 
within a fortrefs, to keep every body out ;, 
the houfe which you are building, is de- 
Cgned to be always ofea to your friends 
and acquaintance. To approach this hill 
in the time of its Roman proprietors, the 
kindeft falutation that could be expeded 
was to be hailed with a javelin from the 
hand of a jealous Roman ; to approach it 
now, and its proprietor, we may depend 
upon being highly obliged, either with the 
kindeft ads of fiiendflnp, or the moft ge- 
nerous offices of humanity. 

YoOR tumof thinkingt heightened and 

improved to the laft by a continual con- 

a verfe 
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X DEDICATION. 
verfe with the moft knowing part of man- 
kind, as it renders your tafte fo much above 
trifles, fo it teaches you to fet fuch a de- 
gree of value upon every branch of know 
ledge, according to the degree of that 
branch of knowledge being ferviceable, or 
really beneficial to the world. That thefe 
are your fcntiments I am well aware of, 
;{>ecaufe as often as I have had the &vour 
and pleafure of your converfation, I have 
always obferved your zeal and afie(3ions lb 
iincerely attached to the wellare of your 
fellow creatures, thatallpurfuits after every 
kind of knowledge, but that only which 
tends to promote the real good and true 
■intercft of the publick or individual, are 
efteenied by you as idle refearches and ufe- 
lefs (peculations, or fquandering away of 
that time which ought to be more ufefuUy 
jmployed. Confequently the knowledge 
.ofjhis kind of antiquity, as it is of little or 
I no 
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DEDICATION. xi 
no real intereft to mankind, is to be 
efteemed at beft a curious but unncceflary, 
a pleafant but unprofitable purfuit. 

These ftntiments are yours, and they 
axe fuch as diAinguifh a true and real pa- 
triot, as well as a wife and good man, from 
die reft of the world. 

That you may long live in the enjoy- 
ment of your health, and that your zeal 
may be as fuccefsfiil as it is fincere in pro- 
tcding and promoting the liberty and true 
intereft of your country, are the cordial 
wiflies of, 

SIR, 

Tour moji obliged, and 

March 24, Moft tiedient bumble feruant, 
1738,9. 

RiCHAKD RauTHUELLi 
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Roman Antiquities 

O F 

OVERBOROV.GH. 

C H A P. I. 

Sure tokens 0/" Roman antiquity at 
Overborough, 

TP a man curious and inquifitiv^ after the 
Roman antiquities in Britain^ in whatfo- 
ever town, village,. <x plot of ground he 
meets with antient monuments, the firft thing ne- 
cciEuy, is to recover the name of that place whilil 
it was in the pofleffion of the Romans ; otherwife, 
ihould he read any remarkable occurrence tranfadted 
at that place, and mentioned by a Roman author, 
if he is quite ignorant of the old name, he is never 
the wifer. . ^^^ read in jlntontnus'^ x'* iter through 
Britain^ that the rout which the legions were to 
take through Britain along the military way was 
from Galacvm to Bremetonacae, from 
Bremetonacae toCoccivM, thence to 
Mancvnivm, and fo on. For all this we 
B muft 
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2 Roman Antiquities Chap, i* 

mud remain ignorant of thefe Aations, and this mi-' 
litary way along which the Roman legions ufed to 
march, till we difcover what modem towns or 
places each of thefe Roman names refpedlively be- 
long to. Overborougb, being famous upon record 
for once abounding with Roman monuments, I 
propofe the fubjei^ of my fwefent enquiry. The& 
monuments were tellellated pavements, infcriptions 
upon ilones, old medals, and a fortrefs fituated at 
the confluence of two rivers ; fuch a fituation as this 
was always chofe by the Roman generals to fix their 
Caftella <x Ct^ra Hiberna near. All thefc are un- 
doubted evidences, that the village of Overborougb 
was once poflfefled and inhabited by the Romans. 

Wh e n I have recovered the Roman name that 
once belonged to Overborougb^ I fhall alfo enquire, 
in what year, and what Roman general firft crefted 
a Roman ftation at Overborougb ; and who fortified 
it alio with a garifon } what was the duty peculiar 
to the ibldiers of that garifon } with other enquiries 
proper to illuftrate the antiquities of Overborougb ; 
and laftly, I ihall give a defcription of as many Ro- 
man monuments as have been dug up or difcovered 
there lately. 

CHAP. 
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Chap. 2. AT OvERBOROVGH. 3 

CHAP. 11. 

What antiquarians have recorded concern- 
ing Overborough. 

TH E moft judicious and learned antiquaries, 
who have treated of the monuments of the 
Romans in Britain, and particularly of the ilations 
cre£ted by that glorious people in our ifle, are Cam^ 
den, Gaie and Hsrjky. The fuccels of thefe three 
authors in this kind of knowledge hath been pro- 
portionate to their great pains and induftry. 

The fimous Camden, as I collect from tht 
hiftory of his liie, was at Oiierborougb a little after 
.^^iW/ in the year 1582, to examine the Roman an- 
tiquities of that village. The account which Mr. 
Camden has left of this ftation, I ihall tranfcribe out 
of his Britannia, as tranflated by Birtiop Gihfon, 
and publiftied 1695, in the following words. *' As 
" foon as the Lune enters Lancajhire, the Lac, a 
" little river, joins it from the Eafl. Here at pre- 
" fent ftands Overborougb, a fmall country village ; 
*" but that it was formerly a great city, taking up a 
" large plot of ground between the Lac and the 
" Lune, and was forced to furrender by the utmoft 
" mifcry of .a fiege and femine, I learned from the 
" inhabitant?, who have it by a tradition handed 
B 2 " down 



d by Google 



4 Roman Antiquities Chap. 2. 

** down from their anceftors : The place itfelf fhews 
" its own antiquity by matiy old monuments^ as 
" infcriptions upon ftones, chequered pavements, 
" and Roman coins ; as alfo by this its modern 
" name, which lignifies a burrow j that is, a Ro- 
" man fortrefs. If ever it recover its antient name, 
" it muft be owing to others, and not to me, tho' 
" I have fought it with all the diligence I could. 
" And indeed, one is not to imagine, the parti- 
" cular name of every place in Britain is, to be 
" found in Ptolemy^ Antoninus^ the Notitia, and 
** in claiCck authors. If a man might have the 
" liberty of a conjeifhire, I muft coniefs I ihould 
" take it to be Bremetonacumy upon the account of 
" its diftance from Coccium." Thus &r Camden, 
Dr. Gale is the next antiquarian I Ihall produce^ 
who mentions Overborougb. The Doctor ob- 
ferves, " that befides the name Burrow^ which 
" iignifies an old Rsman Cajirum or fortification, 
" Roman medals, .infcriptions upon frones, teflel- 
'* lated pavements, fix a flation at that village, 
" whicK ftands near a great hill. The name of 
" this hill is Jngleborougby "which is a Saxon com- 
" pound word, and fignifies the iame thing in 
" Saxon as Bremeianacae, the name of Overbo- 
" rough's ftation, fignifies in the Britijb langjiage." 
Thus fef Gale. 

Mr. 
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Chap. 2. Ot OVERBOROVGH. 5 

Mr. HorJUy is the next antiquary I fliall produce, 
who takes notice of Overborovgh. This 
learned clergyman is lately dead : what he writes 
concerning Overborougb'% antiquity, I fhall deliver 
out of his Britannia Romana, page 454, " The 
" evidences (&ys he) of Overhorough's being a 
" Roman ftation, mentioned by Dr. Gtf/r, are very 
" ftrong i beiides the name, Roman coins, flones 
*^ and teilellated pavements fix a Aation here." 
Camden alio obferves, " that beiides the tradition of 
" the inhabitants concerning an old city which 
" ilood near it, the place makes proof of its own 
" antiquity by many ancient monuments, infcrip- 
" tions upon (tones, chequered pavements, and 
** Roman coins, as alfo by this name Burrow" 
Thus fcr Hi>rjiey, This is the fum which thefe 
three authors have recorded concerning Overbd- 
rough. But I cannot coUe<9: irom Mr. Horn's 
book, that ever that clergyman was perfonally pre- 
fent at this itation to examine it ; for what he fays 
concerning Overborovgh, is only tranflated 
from Camden and Gak. Nay, I am almoft fure 
Horjky was never there ; becaufe he has omitted' 
inferting a curious altar into his Britannia Romana^ 
which ahar was fixed in an old building by Over- 
borougb, but is now in my pofieilion, and which I 
ihall defcribe aiterwards. 

Neithek 
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6 Roman jintiquities Chap. 2. 

Neither does it appear from Dr, Gj/f*s ob- 
fervations, that the Do^r was ever pcrfonally to 
view and examine what monuments remained at 
Overborougb. What Gale fays feems moftly tp be 
tranflated from Camden. Hence I conclude, that 
neither thefe two, nor any other antiquarian, as 
far as I can find, has made it his buHnefs to exa- 
mine into the antiquities of Overborougbt . by being 
pcrfonally on the place, fince CamdetC% time, and 
what has been obferved about it fince, is generally 
tranfcribed fr<3m him. The £unous Camden was 
the firft who difcovered Overborougb to be a Roman 
ilation } and after this difcovery he tells us, he ufed 
all the diligence he could, to trace out the Roman 
name, but could not do it at laA to his own fatif- 
iajGdon. Before I leave Camden^ I cannot help re- 
marking upon one particular, which very much 
furprizcs me. He tells us, that Overborougb (hews 
its own antiquity, by many old monuments and 
infcriptions upon ftoncs : now I. have calculated 
from the hiftory of Camden's life, that about laft 
j4pril it was juft 1 56 years fince Camden was at 
Overborougb. At that time all the Roman infcrip- 
tions were to be feen j the ruins of the barracks or 
houfes of the Roman garifons were not taken away, 
and levelled with the ground j yet, tho' thefe in- 
fcriptions were then to be viewed j and, as Camden 
tells us, were many : what furprizes me, is, this anti- 
3 quaiy 
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Chap. 2. at OvERBoaovGH. 7 

quary has not left upon record any one finglc in- 
fcription upon any one ftone or altar he faw there. 
This omUIion or neglei^ Is not according to Cam- 
den's ufual cuftom at other Roman ftations, where 
he has tranfcribed into his Britannia fuch infcrip- 
tions as he met with in his travels through Britain ; 
which infcriptions arc now in Camden's Britannia^ 
tho' the Hones and altare that contained them are 
loft, at leaft feveral of them. If Camden had ac- 
quainted us with thefe infcriptions he faw at Over- 
horough, and faid they were many, but are now all 
deftroycd } we might thence probably have col- 
]e<5led, what Roman legion or cohort built this fta- 
tion. We might have learned^ what emperors had 
lodged at Overiorougb in the fortrefs, by having vo- 
tive al^rs erei^ed to them^ and their names in- 
fcribed on them ; for above a dozen Roman em- 
perors have been in Britain. We might have 
learned from infcriptions upon altarsj what gods 
the Romans worfhipped there, and who amongft 
the Britijh idols was the tutelar god of the Bri- 
tons at Overborougb ; io that by learning the 
name of the idol, we might difcover, who was 
the local deity among the gods of the Britons j 
that is, who was the Britijh god of Overh- 
rougb : tho' by good fortune I have recovered an 
altar, whofe infcriptioi) informs us what Britijh 
idol was the god of the Britons at Overborougb. All 
thefe particulars are to be coUcfted from infcrip- 
tions 
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8 Roman Antiquities Chap. 2. 

tions upon ilones at the Roman ftations 1 whereas 
our hiftories are quite iilent relating to thefe things^ 
and the tutelar deities of feveral places in Britain 
have had names difcovered by Mr. "HarJUf^ curious 
oblervations upon infcriptions of altars eroded to 
thefe local deities, .and found at thofe places^ where 
thefe local deities ' preiided j by whidi means only 
we arrive at the names and knowledge of thofe 
idols worOiipped by the old Britons ; which we can 
arrive at no. other way, nor by any hiAory now 
extant. 

I Shall now enquire into the reafon, why 
Camden did not infert the infcriptions of Ov^^erwfi6 
into his Britannia, as he did the infcriptions of 
other flations. There goes a tradidon> and whether 
this tradition be confirmed by CamJen's Remain^ 
Letters, ^c. I cannot tell ; to wit, when Camden 
travelled through Britain in fearch of antiquities, 
to compile his Britannia^ Sir Robert Cotton went 
along with him as a companbn in the fame fhidies 
and travels. Thefe two gentlemen went to Carlijle^ 
examining all along the antiquities of the north. 
Thus much I collet^ fi'om Camden's life, prefix'd 
to his Britannia, Befides this, it is related fome- 
where of thefe two gendemen, that they procured 
thofe floncs, altars, &c. which contained inferip- 
tions, wherever they could meet with them, eipe- 
cially if they contained matter proper to Ulullrate the 

hiftory 
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hiftory of tlie old Briions or Romans. Thefe 
ftones they fent away by. fluppbg to London. This 
muft certainly be ib, becaufe at Coningtcn near 
StiltmL, the Seat of the famous Sir Robert Ccttai^ 
are the Northumberland altars and infcriptions to be 
ften at this day. But as the rtory goes, thefe two 
gentlemen loading fome boats with thofe kind of 
ftones, thefe veflels, to the great grief of all Briilj)} 
antiquarfes, and the irretrievable lofs of BritiJ}} an- 
tiquities, were loft at fea, and this precious trea- 
fure buried in the deep. Now it appears, that the 
NortbumberJand ftones got fafe to ftiore, becaufe 
feveralof them are at Conington^ Sir Robert Cotton's 
feat, apd to be viewed at this day. May it not 
. tlian be thought probable, that the antiquities of 
Overborough might be among the antiquities of 
other ftations which were loft at fea ? What fa- 
vours this fuppofitloa is this, Camden has tranfcribed 
fevoal infcriptions belonging to the ftation of Rib- 
chefter, which is the next ftation to that of Over- 
borough i when at the ^me time, he has not tran- 
fcribed any one infcription of all thofe he faw at 
Overborougbf and lays they were many, which in all 
likelihood he would have tranfcribed into his SnU 
tannia, if they had arrived fafe at fliore. This ac- 
count flimifties us with a reafon, why none of the 
many monuments which Camden law at Overbo- 
rmgb, are mentioned in his Britannia ^ the firll 
edition whereof he printed anno 1586, about four 
years after he had been at Overborough 

C CHAP. 
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CHAP. ni. 

Ov%%.%OKoyGH proved the Breme- 
TONACAE o/" Antoninus. 

IH A V E obferved already from the quotation 
out of Camderty that this antiquary only con- 
jectured, and with diffidence too, that Overhrougb 
might be the Bremetonacae of uintoninus ■ 
but at the fame time Cam Jen fays, that if ever that 
village recover its ancient name, it muft owe it to 
others, and not to him, the' he had fought it with 
all the diligence he could. However, all antiqua- 
rians iince his time have taken for granted, what 
was only a doubtful furmife of Camden's^ without 
examining any further into this matter. Tho' Mr. 
. Camden feems to leave this taflc as a legacy to the 
antiquarians, which none as yet have accepted of. 
It is therefore incumbent upon me, to make good 
the title of my fubjeiS, to bring fuch reafons and 
obfervations of my own, as are fufficient to prove 
O'cerborougb to be the Bremetonacae of the 
Romans y and of Antoninus ; and fo reduce that to a 
certainty, which was only a doubtful conjwfhire of 
Camden' i. 

3 
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1. Bremetonacae muft ftand fouth, or 
fouth-weft from G A l A c v m, bccaufe jintoninus's 
x'* Iter runs from Glanovej^ta, now Han- 
cbejier^ in the county of Durham, to Mediolanum, 
now Drayton^ in the county of Salop ; that is, this 
Iter is from north to fouth. 

2. Bremetonacae is fixed by jintoninus in 
his x"* journey through Briiairiy at the dillance of 
27 Roman miles from G A l a c v m. 

3. Bremetonacae muft be 2oi2ewi7« miles 
from C o c c I V M, for jintoninus makes the diftance 
between Bremetonacae and CocciVm juft 
fb many miles. 

4. Bremetonacae muft be fixed north and 
by eaft ofCoccivM, as it is fouth and by weft of 
Galacvm. 

5. Bremetonacae muft have military wayi 
running from it according to all Antoninits's 
ftations, one to G a l a c v m, the next ftation on 
the north, the other to Cocci vm, the next fta- 
tion towards the fouth. 

6. Bremetonacae muft ftand in a line, or 
near it, between Galacvm and Coccivm, be- 

C 2 cauft 
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caufe "we find the military way from CocciVM 
juns direftly towards Galacvm; and wherever 
Bremetonacae fiood, k muA: be on this mili- 
tary way. 

7. Bremetonacae mull {land at the con- 
fluence of two rivers, becaufe all ftations in the 
north have fuch a fituation, 

8. Bremetonacae muft have a fortrefs, or 
an oblong fquare fortification rampired with a Aone 
wall. 

9. Bremetonacae muil produce Roman 
monuments for its antiquity, becaufe wherever it 
Qoody the Romans inhabited it at leafl by inter- 
vals above 3^50 years^ even till they abandon'd this 
iflc, which I ihall prove afterwards. Wherever 
we can difcover any plot of ground, which ha& 
thefc properties, that plot of ground claims an in- 
difputable title to the Bremetonacae of ^n- 
toninus. Let us now examine how thefe nine prot- 
perties tally with Qverborough^ 

I. Bremetonacae is fixed at 27 Roman. 
miles diftance from Galacvm by Antoninui j but 
Where's Galacvm ? Galacvm mull be fixed 
on a certflio fouodaiion as to its pofition^ otherwife 
I am entangled at my fitft fctting out ; for I muft 

have 



d by Google 



Chap. 3- <7r OvERBOROvGK. 13 

have an approved fituation for Galacvm, to fix 
one point of my compafs upon, before I can fairly 
prove the fituation of Brem etonaca e. I 
prove Galacvm to be Apulbyy for thcfe follow- 
ing reafons j i . Becai;lc Antoninus ^ who is to be 
my guide, places Galacvm nineteen kalian 
miles fi-om Alone. Now all antiquarians agree that 
Alone \5JVbitley-caJile\nCumberlandy the rampart 
of which fortrefs is ftanding to this day, zxydrApulby 
is juft nineteen Italian miles from Whitley-cajile. 2. 
Galacvm muft be Apulby^ bccaufe that town has 
Roman antiquities, andftands upon the military way 
running fouth from Wbitley-caftk^ which agrees 
with Antoninus'^ account exaftly. 3. Galacvm 
muft be Apulhyj becaufe it agrees to the diftance 
of miles in Antoninus, which fuit with Overbo- 
rougb ; that is, 27 Italian miles, or between 22 
and 23 EngJiJh miles. Hence thefe two ftattons 
prove one another from Antoninus, who pute down 
Galacvm and Bremetonacae, juftatfuch 
a diftance as agrees with Apulby and O^erberougb. 

2. Bremetonacae muft ftand fouth ofGA- 
i,ACVM ; Overborougb doth fo^ for it ftands fouth 
of Apulby : which anfwers Antensnus'%. pofitJon of 
thefe two fictions. 

3. Bremetowacae muft be 20 i2e/stf»miles 
frcm CoccivM; now Cocgivm is- agreed by 

all 
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; all antiquarians to be Ribcbejier j and, upon the 
neareil calculation I can nuke, I find Overborougb, 
if wc go along the military way, to be juft 20 Ro- 
man miles, according to jlntoninus, that is, about 
18 EngUJh Miles from Ribcbejier. 

4. Bre MET ONACAE muft ftand uoith, and 
by caftof CoccivM, as it is fouth and by weft of 
Gal AC VM J O-uerborougb hzs exatSly this fitua- 
tlonbetween Apulby and Ribcbejier. 

5. Bremetonacag muil have two mihtary 
"ways running from it, according to all ^tomnus'% 
ilatlons, oneway toGALACVM, the next ftation 
north} the other to Cocci vm, the next ftation 
ibuth. To this I anfwer, that I have traced out a 
military way from Ribcbejier town into TorkJJjirey 
running on the north fide of Slaidbum through 
Crojfa Greets then on the north fide of Tafbam 
Chapel through Bentbam to Overborougb. This 
very military way from Ribcliejier to Overborougb^ 
and their diftance in miles, agreeing to ^ntoninus's, 
are fuch fure arguments to prove Overborougb to be 
the Bremetonacae of Atttoninus ; that, were 
all other arguments wanting, thefe would be futH- 
wcnt. 

6. BxEMET ONACAE muft ftand in a line, or 
neari^ between Galacvm andCoccivM, bc- 

caufe 
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caufe the military way from C o c c 1 v m runs di- 
redly towards Ga LAC VM, and Bremetona- 
CAE muft {land fomewhere on this military 'way. 
To this I unfwer, th^ lay a thread on the map, 
one end at Apulf^y and the other at Ribchejier^ and 
diis thread runs almoft crofs^ the ^Mitrefs at Qverbsr 



7. Bremetokacae muftftandatthc con- 
fluence of two rivers, becauie the Roman generalt 
in Britain always pitched upon fuch a fitnation to 
ereft their ftations on. Overborougb is fixed ex- 
actly fo ; it has a moH: pleaiant fituation at the con- 
fluence of two rivers. The river Lac waflies the 
fcuth fide of the fortrcfs,, and the river Lune the 
weft. 

8. Bremetonacae muft have an oblmg 
fquare fortification or fbrtre&, rampired with a 
ftone \raU. To thi» I anfwcr,. that the delineation 
of the fortrefe at Overborougb on the eaft and fouth 
fides are vifible to this day ; the reil is deftroyed by 
the improvements of the place. 

9. Bremetonacae muft produce Roman 
monuments of its antiquity, becauie the Romans in- 
hat»ted that ftation at leaft by intervals for the ipacc 
of 350 years, even tiH they abandoned this ifland. 
In aniwer to thiS;, Camden is an authentick wttnefs. 

that 
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that Overborongh was &mous in his time for Roman 
monuments. Thus I have fufficicntly proved Over- 
borough to hare thefe nine effential properties be- 
longing to Bremetonacae ; confequently the 
title of that village to the Bremetonacae of 
jlntoninus is indifputable. 

That no olyeftion may ftand in the way to 
what I have been advancing'; for I -can recollet^ 
none except the teffellated pavement found fome 
years ago near Gargrave ; I will fet this objedion 
in as fair a Ught as it will admit of, and then re- 
move it. A few years ago the plough difcovered a 
fine teilelkted pavement, fomewhere in the neig}>- 
bourhood of Gargrave. The diftance of this pave- 
ment from RJbcbeJier anfwers very well to the di- 
ftance between Coccivm and Bremetona- 
cae; why then muft not this pavement fix Bre- 
metonacae in that plot of ground, where the 
pavement was found ? To this I anfwer, that the 
telTcIlatcd pavement proves, that the Romans have 
been there ; and I defign to fhew from this teflel- 
lated pavement, thax Julius Agricola fixed a fum- 
mer's camp on that plot of ground, when that 
Roman general conquered Craven. But then I af- 
fert, that there are often found fuch pavements^ 
where the Romans never fixed a fettlement. There 
were three forts of camps among the Romans. 1. 
Cajirum. 2. Caftrum Aejiivum. 3. Cafinm Siber^ 

num. 
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nuftJt or Ca^el/um, i. e. a fixed fortrefs. The firft 
■was nothing but a marching camp, where the 
legions lodged all night only. The fecond was liich 
a camp as that near Gargrave^ where the legions 
fixed for feveral days or weeks in a fummer's cam- 
paign. Here was a regular camp fixed, and in the 
general's tent, which was called the Praetoriumy 
was A pavillion, or room of audience, wlych was 
paved with little Iquare cubes or tiles of various and 
. beautifiil colours, (thofe which I have are purple.) 
If it happened that the general and his legions 
were cdled fuddenly away upon any emergent 
occafion, thefe teflellated pavements were left ; 
which, after they were grown over with grafs, and 
buried by length of time, were after ages difco- 
vered by the plough. Thefe beautiiul pavements 
Julius Caefar always carried with him in his fum- 
mer's campaign, to pave his pavillion withal, as 
Suetonius informs us : So did fuccecding generals, 
in imitation of the great Caefar'^ delicacy. But then 
thefe pavements prove no fettlements of the Romans 
where they are found, only they point out a place 
where a camp has been. And fince this plot of 
ground has not one of thefe properties belonging to 
oldBREMETONACAE, beiides its diftance from 
Ribchejiery and the chequered pavement j it can 
have no manner of pretenfe to that ftation in. Anto- 
ninus. 

D To 
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To conclude: From all the fcregoiiigptoofe and 
paiticulan put together, I hope I haTC made it fof- 
ficiently appear, that the fituation of ytnlmimis'i 
BuiMnoNACAEwasatOwrfaroufi, upon the 
fcrtUe banks of the river. Luu, the beautiful and 
pleafint feat of Rufcrf Parwidt ECis coon&llor at 
law, and, as moft worthy, tepicfentative in parlia- 
ment for the cocporatioo oCLatc^ir. 

CHAP. IV. 

Cticiming the military vooy betwetn Over- 
borough and Ribchefter, mbicb hath hi- 
therto ion undifcntred fy tht Antijua- 



THE want of the diicovery of this military 
way, runnir^ from Ovtrbenmgb to Rih- 
cbtfttr^ has fufficiently perplexed the Antiquarians j 
this military way being part of the military way of 
j1ntoninm*z x'^ iter through Britain^ which was from 
Glanovbnta, now hanchejter intheCountyof 
Durbamt to Mediolanvm, now Draytm, on 
the edge of the county of ^ahp : and this z** iter 
running through Brbmetomacae the length of 
150 miles from beginning to end, all the length 43f 
this military way is found out by the Antiquarians, 

except 
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except that part of it which runs fixmi Jpulhy to 
Overborougb^ and thence to Ribcbefter. 

Mr. Sorjky ieems to defpair, tlwt this part of 
the military way fhould ever be recovered i hear 
whatbe&ysin the 454** and 455'* pages of his 
Britannia. 

"As for the military way between Apulby and 
" Overborousb^ and from thence to Rjbcbejter in 
" Lancajhire^ I can get no certain intelligence of it. 
'* I'm afraid we have no remains, that are fure and 
" confiderable, to guide us here. Every body fup- 
" pofes a military way, but nobody traces it out." 
Then a little after Mr. Horjley tells us, " he knew 
'* not the meafure or computation of miles between 
'* Overborougb and Bibcbejier." And as for the 
military way between thefc two fiations, he gives 
it up for loft ; and then concludes, we muft ftill be 
content to be in the dark about it. This military 
vfxfj which no Antiquarian yet ever found out, and 
which Mr. Uorjky defpaired of ever finding, I ihall 
now defcribe, having been fufiiciently acquainted 
with it for feveral years. 

This Roman vray begins at the fortrefi of Rih- 

cbefieTy and runs north over Long-Ridge Fell^ and 

diicovers itfelf by being green, when the reft of 

Long Ridge is heathy and morally on both fides the 

D 2 way; 
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way ; upon which account the inhabitanti call x!i\is 
way the Green hone. As foon as this military vf^ 
reacheth the north fummit oihong Rsdge^ it makes 
a right angk^ and rans on to the north fide of the 
hill towards the eail ; and after feme length it turns 
by degrees to the north, and then points direftly to- 
wards Overborougb. This military way enters T0-k- 
Jbire a little below Dowford bridge, and proceeds 
in a direft line on the north fide of Newion and 
Slaitburn through CroJJa Greet. It is very appa- 
rent on the north £de of Tatbam Qjapel. It runs 
through Bentbam towards Overborough, but the 
improved country fliort oi Overborough had eradi- 
cated the remains of it. 

Above 3 00 yards in length of diis military way» 
as foon as it enters Torkjhire^ was made improved 
land fome years ago. The firft time it was plowed^ 
a caufcway of feven yards broad was uncovered. I 
was prefent on the place, and an eye-witncfe, ib 
had an opportunity of obfcrving in what manner the 
wife Romans made their publick roads. The 
ground on both fides thefe 300 yards is foft and 
morafly, whereas the military way running thro' it 
is even, dry, and firm unto this day. The method 
which I obferved the Romans took to cure this mo- 
raffy ground, where they laid their way, was by 
laying a deep bed of large pebbly gravel feven yards 
broad, and upon this gravel they paved with large. 

ht(xui 
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tn-oad flat ftones ; but few or any fmall and. round 
ones, fucb as we ufe now-a-days for paving caufe- 
ways. This I obferved as remarkable ; and the 
reafon, I imagine, why no round fmall boulter 
itones were ufed by tbem, was, that the cavalry, of 
which the Romans had great numbers in the con- 
queft of Britain, might travel with more fafety and 
expedition, and thefe fmall round ilones are apt to 
be trod in by degrees to fuch foft morafly grounds^ 
Befides this, I obferve alfo another property, which 
diftinguilhes a Roman military way from our mo- 
dem ones. Thefe military ways lie higher than our 
modem ways do, in cafe they be paved. The Ro^ 
man legions were at great pains and labour in mak- 
ing thefe military ways through Britain j and I have 
feen it obferv'd, that thefe Roman ways abound 
with fine gravel in fome places, when no fuch gra- 
vel can now be found any where in the neighbour- 
hood like it. It appears from a pai&ge in Tacitus'9 
life of Julius jfgricola^ Chap. 31. that the Romant. 
made ufe of the Britons, to carry the ilones and gra- 
vel, when thefe Roman highways were made. Gal- 
gacus the Caledonian general, juft before that famous 
battle he fought with Julius Agricola in Scotland, 
tells his foldicrs, the Britons, what they muft ex- 
pcdt, if they fuffcred thcmfelves to be fubdued by 
the Romans, nothing but to have their hands and 
bodies worn and confumed by carrying Hones to 
pave the bogsj while the Roman foldiers flood over 

them. 
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thenii and gave direi^ns with a thouland ftripcs f 
and indignities. 

What is further remarkable concerning thefc 
militaty ways, is, that the Romans ufed to buiy 
their dead by thefe highways, but never in their 
towns. Hence we learn the reafon, why their epi- 
taphs began fo often with ^e viator ; the epi- 
taph being addreHed to the traveller along the 
highiray. Sometimes thefe iZffiffiZff TuMu/t, barows, 
or burying places, were at fome diilance &(»n thefe 
military ways, a mile or more, as I have obferved ; 
however, we may lay it down for a general rule, 
. that wherever we dlfcover a Roman Tumulus at fome 
little diAance, upon examination, we fhall always 
find a Roman way. Near the military way from 
Ribcbejier to Overbortmgb I have difcovered fome 
Roman Tumuli. In one of thefe, the ftones being 
removed, I found three urns, two large ones and a 
little one, which ums, as I im^ined, contained 
the ftmeral aihes of hufband, yn£i and child. All 
thefe three ums contained afhes, and one little urn 
held aihes and very little bones. Out of one of 
thefe ums I took two copper fkcwers full fix inches 
long, and twifted all the length. Thefe for a Icmg 
time I fuppoied to be the tongues of two Roman 
Fibulaty being like fome of thofe on Mbntfauam*^ 
cuts, till accidentally reading a little treatife of Sir 
yobn Clerk'Sy upon the Stylus or Grapbium ; that is, 

the 
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^ the writing pen of the ancients^ To often mentioned 
by cUffick authors; thefe copper inAruments of 
mine tallied ib much with Sir yobn's defcriptions, 
chat I have concluded mine to be the Stylus^ Gra- 
pbUtm^ or writing pen of the Romans. I Ihall give 
a defcription of this of ooine taken out of the um 
afierwards. 

At fi>me diftance firom thefe three urns, and at 
a &rtber dlAance from the fame military way, be- 
tween Overbormgb and Kbcbeftery fome years ago 
was found a copper um, containing above 600 me- 
dals, all iilver, and con&quently Roman Denarii, 
Several of thefe I have in my colle^on of medals. 
This um abotmded moft with the coins of jiUxen- 
mdar fmyrw and Gordianus Pius. The fcMmer of 
theie emperors began to reign annezzz, and Gor^ 
dian about the year 238. This emperor Gordian 
has ieveral ftone infcriptions erected to him is Bri-r 
tain^ he bdng the darling of the legions; The me- 
dals of this um of youngeft date, that I have feen, 
are Otadlla^ emprcis of Philip } and if a conjedure 
may be indulged concembg the time when theft 
medals were hid, I ihould pitch upon the reign of 
PrebuSf about the year 277, when that emperor 
had great was in Britain^ (for probably they were 
hid in the war time) one Bonofus a Briton^ fetting 
up for Roman emperor, who after much blood-fhed 
was fobdued by ViSforinus^ general to the emperor 

Probus. 
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Probus. And thus much concerning the military 
way Ixtween Overborougb and Rtbcbejier. 

These military ways are the fiireil guides to 
trace out all jintoninus'% ilations by, becaufe there 
are no ilations in yintoninui, but thofe which ftand 
upon military ways : fo that catch hold of a mili- 
tary way, and purfue it ; and depend upon it, it 
will lead and condud one, like Ariathe'^ clue, to 
feme ftation mentioned by jhttcninus* 

CHAP. V. 

7%eyear wben^ and the 'Roman general 
wloy ereSiedtheJiationofhti^iA^'ToviA- 
c A E, colleBed out of Tacitus. 

NO author within the compali of my reading, 
among the modems, has ever yet acquainted 
us with the name of the Roman general, who con- 
quered Lancajhirtj and reduced this country to the 
Roman empire. No antiquarian has yet t<Jd us, 
who that Roman was, who erefled any one of the 
four ftations in Lancajhire. I hope therefore it 
will not be imputed to me as time ill fpent, or la- 
bour ill bcflowed, if I attempt this difficult taik ; 
and if upon trial I fall fhort in my proo^, I ilill 
flatter myfclf I fhall merit pardon, while I am en- 
deavouring 
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deavouring to bring honour to mine own country. 
the wcftcm Briganfes; by attempting to prove 
who that Ramoft general was, who inftni(^ed and 
initiated the weftera Brigantes^ the firft people of 
ail the BritonSt in the dfcTe. language, arts and ac- 
oompUibments of the Romans. Id order therefore 
to being to U^ thi& dark put of the hiilory of our 
country* I piopsie to do thdie four things. 

First, to proTc from Tacitus, that yuUus Agri- 
coU, who was propraetor in Britain under Flavins 
Vefpafian the emperor, was commander of the le- 
gions here, and was the Perfon who fubdued lMn~ 
cafkiret with the refl of the weftem Brigantes^ and 
reduced them to the Roman empire. 

Secondly, I ihall prove fr(»n the iame hifto- 
rian, that the utmofl extent of Agricola's con- 
quell, in the lame year that he conquered Lanca- 
Jhircy was from about the river Deva fouth to Sol~ 
way frith and the rivers of Eden and Tine math, 
where he ended the campaign of this year. Then 
fiwm the military way I fhall alfo prove, that the 
breadth of Agricola's conquefts this year to the caft, 
was no further than about Skipton and fVeJimore- 
land. So that the whole of Agricola'i conquefts 
this year was Craven in Torkjhtre^ fVeJimor eland, 
Lancajkire and Cumberland. ■ 

E Thirdly, 
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Thirdly, I ihall prove from the expref$ 
words of Tacitus, that yuUus j^icola ere^ed na- 
tions in Lancajhire ; and they muft be thefe four, 
Bremetonac AB Overhrougb, Mancvhivm 
ManchefieTy LoNcoriCTS Z«nf^/r, CoccivM 
Rihcbefter ; which four ftations I ihall prove to be 
ereded by "JuUm Agrictda^ the fame year in which 
he conquered tioncafiire^ 

Fourthly, I Ihall prove oat of Toci/uj, that 
Agricola fpent a whole winter among the weftem 
Brigarttes, whom he had conquered the fiunmec 
before, infbu£ting tbc^e people in die drefs, lan- 
guage, arts and accompUflunents of the Romans. 

First lam to prove, that ^^ui .<4^*f0/is con- 
quered Lancajbire, 

In die I S"* Chap, of ./(tfr/nZi'sLifo, Tacitus ac- 
qualots us, that Agricola comii^ into Britain^ to 
take upon him the command of die legions here, 
he goes Into the country of die Ordovices, 
where the legions were. The Ordovices had 
juft then deilroyed almoft a whole wing of the 
Roman horfe. jigricola aHembles his (roops, &Us 
upon the Ordovices, and deftroyed ahnoft all 
the whole nation of them. By the Ordovices 
are meant the inhabitants of North fFa/es. After 

this 



d by Google 



Chap. 5* OvERBOROVGH WllW ^/^//?. 27 
this Tacitus acquaints us, that Agricola invaded the 
ille of Mima, By Mona in Tacitus is meant the ille 
of ^gkfea. This is plain, becaule Tacitus ex- 
prcffly obfcrves, that Agricola went out of the 
countryof the Okoo VICES into the ifie of M0;i<r 
without ihips ; and therefore jigricola ordered all 
the ibldiers that could fmm, to fwim over to Mona. 
So the Mbna of Tacitus it the ille of Anglefea, as 
the Mona of JuUus Caefar and Ftolemy is the ifle of 
Man, Hence I colled from Tacitus^ that all the 
cooquefts of Agricola*& firft year's propraetorihip in 
Britain was reducing the Ordovices, and the 
inhabitants of the iile of jlnglefea^ to the obedience 
of the empire, jigricola being an excellent Pro-^ 
praetor^ fpent all the winter after in regulating the 
licentioulhefs of the legions^ who hitherto had been 
very tyrannical over the Britons^ and ui redrefling 
the grievances and oppreiGons that the Britons la- 
boured under ; by which adions yuhus jigricola 
. made himfelf very acceptable to the Britons. This 
fame winter, being the firft oijlgricola'& proprae- 
torihip or government over Britain^ the legions 
had their winter quarters among the Ordovices, 
as may be colleded from Tacitus. 

Thvs much for Julius Agricola'i firft year's 
government over Britain, 

E 2 In 
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In the beginning of the fccond year Tacifm ac- 
quaints us in the 20'" Chap, of Jgrico/a's life, that 
this general aflembled the legions when warm wea- 
ther came. Now it is plain from the aforegoing 
account, tliat the Roman legions muft have had 
their winter quarters among the Ordovices, 
which people Agrkoln had fubdued the year be- 
fore. But where dwelt the Ordovicbs? Cam^ 
den derives the word Orddvices from two Bri~ 
tijh Words, Oar-Devi, which fignify thofe that 
dwelt about the river Deva. And Tacitus putting a 
Latin teirnination to thefc two Britijh wor^ 
thence came the name Oar-Dtvi-ces, that is Or- 
fioviCEs. Now we all know where the river 
Deva is, for it retains part of the name to this day, 
and runs by Cbefier. Hence I colled, that jigri. 
nla a0embled his legions fcnnewhere aznong the 
Ordovices, or inhabitants about the river Deva, 
or North Wales. All the antiqoariaos agree in this 
that the Or do vices inhabited Mrrf^<?itj, and 
about Deva river. 

Now comes on die difficulty^ to trace out 
which way ^gricola marched in qucft of new ad* 
ventures, when he and his l^iom left Nart& ffala^ 
It 18 certain, j^ieota and his legions did not con<. 
fine themfelves within die dominions of the Ok d o- 
VICES this year, becaufe accorduig to Tacitus all 

the 
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the Ordovices were fubducd laft year, and the 
SiLVRES, or Souih Wales^ bad been fubdued to 
the empire Ibme time before this by two Jbrmer 
propraetors^ Ofiorms and CereaJis. Agrkola did 
not march to the foutb-e^ when he left the Or- 
DovicEB, becaufe all Britain from the ibuth 
tounds to the river Deve^ was fubjed at this time 
to the Roman empire; which may be colleded 
Irom the Roman hiftorians, or &om Tacitus in par- 
ticular. Wcfl then, fuppoTe jigrinia marched 
north-eaft: amof^ the eaftem Briganfes, i. ^. the 
eaft parts of Tork^ire : This he need not do, b^ 
caufe I can prove from the exprcfs words of 7ik>> 
fuSt that ifae eaftcm Brigamtts were already fub- 
dued and rodaccd to the obedience of the Roman 
■empire by die ionatt fropraitfr PttiKus CereaUs, 
terror an fiatim mtuSt Pttiliui Certalis, Bri* 
GAHTTM cimti^emi quat ntttmr^^ma totivs pr^^, 
vinciae ptriadstttr, si^rtfm, magnamjue partem 
^fforia Mn^etaa attt beUo. AxA what part of the 
^KiGANTBS thia was, wladi GrrM^'i had fub- 
-daed, Tacitus lets us nnderftand by croitas ntmerv^ 
J^ma^ which was not Tork, bot die ^ium of 
Ttolmjy which ^ttrium is now the prefent .^dbt- 
rougbj 1 2 mfles north-weft of Tbri. This yitrium 
of i^*&»y was the capital city of die Br/]^tfn^«i, a^ 
cording to the opinion of antiquarians, frnn the 
Roman memuncats appaiCMt at this day; £0 th«c 
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we majr juftly calculate jildhormgb was the civitas 
numero^JJima of Tacitus^ the largeft and moft popu- 
lous of all the Brigantes. 

In ihort, which way, to bring this enquiry to 
an iiTue, did jigrinla advance in pnrfuit of new 
adventures, when he and his lq;ioDS marched out of 
the dominions of thcORDoviCES? 

L B T us attend nicely to the account of Tacitut^ 
fitHn which it is ptun, that yulms jigriaia and his 
legions marched into the north of Britain } for as 
that hiAorian tells us of u1gricol^& ailembUng the 
legions in the 20"' Chap. To the £une hiAorian lets u» 
kxiow in the 22' Chap, fi^owing, that uigricola was 
arrived In Scotland as &r as E£n&itrgb irith. Well, 
but ftill ^gricola mi^t march irom the dominioas 
of the Ordovices, and from about the river 
Deva into Scotland^ and yet never let hoftile foot 
in Lancajhire, Let us ftlll iUck clofe to Tacitm, 
and try what we can pick out of that hiilorian, to 
prove that ^iia jigricola at this very time uvaded, 
entered and fubdued Lancajhire, with the xt& of 
thcweftem £r/]g-d»/<-j; which accomnt of .^j^/iv^ 
I prove in the following manner. The very firft 
exploit, which Tacitus, in the 26"* Chap, actpiaints 
us with, that jigricola performed, after that geiund 
had left the river Deva, was Aeftuaria, et_fihas prat" 
t enter e, et nibilinterim afud boftes quietim fati, jw 

minus 
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mirmsjuiitis excar^s popular ftur i et uhtfatister- 
ruerat^ parcendo rwjui irritamenta pacts oftentare, 
Thcfe vcrjr words contain the hiftoiy of JuHus 
jigricola'% conqueft of Lancajhire^ which I cz- 
jdain and interpret after the following manner. 
That Agricola inarching from about the rivor 
Deva towards ScttlaaJ, the firft exploit he per- 
formed according to Tacitus was, to attempt in 
perfon the eftuaries, and to make fudden incur- 
lions upon the inhabitants between the eftuaries, 
and give them not a moment's refpite, &c. 

Now I aik, what efhiaries were there in Agrt- 
aia's march to Scotland^ belides the efhiaries of 
Lancajbire ? Lenca/bire is lb remarkable for eftu- 
aries, that not any odier county in, Britain can 
produce fo many, and fo large ones. 

' The eftuaries GSLancaJbire are the eftoary <^ 
Merfey^ the eftuary of ib'M/if} the eftoary otLtme, 
and the two moft remarkable ones of Cartntel and 
Vherfion Sendi. But to make myfelf intelligible, 
vhtt I mean 1^ an eftoary, and what Tacitus too 
■mft ipean by the fame word ; fo £u- as the tides 
run up the foot of a river, fo iar that part of the 
river ii to be called an eftuary. For inftance, the 
ftop^ides fiow up the river Ribbk as hi^ as Wdi- 
tm, all the river fiwm Walttm to the lea is what I 
«aU an eftoary. If Tacitus had dc%ned, by en- 
3 deaTouriDg 
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deavouring to deliver himielf in the tnoft exprc& 
terms, to acquaint poftcrfty, that JuUus A^rtcola 
fubdued the inhabitants of Lancafhire j what words 
could that hiHorian have pitched upon more proper 
than thefe? Aejiuaria praetentare^ et nihil interim 
apud boftes quietum pati, quo minus fuintis excurfimi 
p(^ukretur j that is, Julim Agricola marching to- 
wards Scotiandj when he left the river Deva^ he 
fiiA in pcrfon attempted the eftuaries ; he and his 
legions fwam over the river Merfey^ as they had 
the year before fwam over into the ifle of Anglejha^ 
and fubdued it \ ia fays Tacitus. And this year 
Agricola and his foldiers muft iwim over fome 
place of the river Merfey, which Tacitus means by 
Aefiuaria praetentare : and as foon as Agricola ami 
his legions were got amongft the inhabitants be- 
tween the eftuaries ; Tacitus goes on with, Et ni- 
hil interim apud hoftes quietum pati, quo minus fu- 
hitis excurfibus popularetur j that Agricola allowed 
not a moment's quiet or refpitc to the inhabitants 
between thefe eftuaries, but waAed and fpoiled 
them with fuddcn inroads and incurfions amongft 
them. Thefe muft be the inhabitants who lived 
between the cftuarica of Merfey and Ribble^ as alfb 
the inhabitants between the (ftuaries of RiiSle and 
Lane, and of Cartmel and Uherfion Satidsl For it 
is plain, Tacitus muft mean, by the enemies who 
inhabited between eftuaries, the natives of Lanca- 
fiire. The coaft of Cumberland has not one that 
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can bc- called an efluaryj belkles Sohvdy Frith, 
which divides part of England from Scotland. And 
I Aiall prove in another place, that Agricola did 
not march over Sohway Frith the fame year in which 
he conquered Lancajhire. 

To confirm the foregoing account I obferve fiir- 
ther, that yuUm Agricola made the cfluaries of 
Lancajhire remarkable by his fubduing the inhabi- 
tants between them ; becauie Ptolemy the Greek 
geographer gives names to two of thefe eftuaries 
of lioncajhire ; the cftuary of Rsbble^ according to 
Camden^ Ptolemy calls BelUfama ; and the eiluary 
of Cartmel and XJherton Saitdsy Ptolemy calls Mori- 
cambe. I defire to know, which way Ptolemy 
could get any knowledge of the eftuaries of Lan- 
cajhire^ except he learned it from the Romans, par- 
ticularly from Tacitus .* nay, it appeais certain, that 
Ptolemy muft have his intelligence from Tacitus^ or 
fome other Roman ; becaufe Ptolemy, a little afttr 
he has given names to two eftuaries oS Lancafiire, 
expreflly mentions the 20** legion being at Deva^ 
na, i. e. Cbefier, which legion fcrved under Agri- 
cola at this time, and therefore was called Legio 
Juliana. Pfekmy and Tacitus were cotemporaries. 
Tacifui wrote the life of Julius Agricola in the 
reign of Trajan, as Sir Henry Savsl avers in hie 
notes upon Tacitus ; and Ptolerny wrote his geogra- 
phy in the rrigns of Trafan, Hadriant und Anto- 
F ninus 
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■ninus Pius j lb that PtoUtrvf rauft have his account 
of Lancajhire moft probably ffom Tacitus, and To- 
riAu mud hare his acCQunt from his father in lav 
yu/ius ^gricoU : for Taeitus fiiys» he married Ju- 
lius ^grico/a's daughter, -juft before that geoecal 
was appointed by the emperor Flavius Ve^^^ian 
^opraetor of Britma. So that Tacitus bad a fine 
opportunity of getting iotelUgeoce fixrm his &ther 
in law, of what wexe thit particular exploits of 
each year's campaign of yttlius ^gnctia, whilfi 2u 
made war upon the Britens. 

To what I have been advanciog. ajul cndea- 
Toormg to prove ; namely, that JaUus Jgricoht 
when he left the Ordoticxs, and marched t(v 
wards ScotimuL, he conquered Ltmta^ire \ it may 
be ot^eded, tfiat all diis w""*i*tf« to no more, liian 
that yuhua jfgricoia Innrched aloag the, fea-coafts 
of Laticajbirtt viA the' he accordu^ to Titciim 
coRquerRl the inhabitants between die cftuaries all 
atoi^ to ScotlsJtd ; yet this proves ncrt that jJ^icoJa 
fobdbed die eaftem parts of Lsncajbire, £at this ] 
can prove ea£ly enongh from Tacitus aHb^ ibr that 
biAwian £iyi Jgricola invaded the weeds as well at 
dK eftuaries. Now hy the weods I underftand the 
inland and eaftem parts of Lcmctsfure, wlMch uik< 
doubtcdly abounded with woeds in the time of 
Agricohi. Alt if this will not be allowed to prove 
:/§grieok^% imafion and coaqueft of the eaftem 
3 P«» 
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parts of LancaJMre ; j^riceh's erefting fortrefes, 
accorfing to the exprefi words of Tacitus, and 
thefe fortrefles being found at this day fituated i* 
the eaftern and inland parts, are a moil convincing 
proof of his conqueft of the whole County, and 
this I Ihall prove afterwdirds. 

WnrLsf I am ^king of the lea coafts of 
LancaJ&ire, I mnft not let one particular pals 
nnobiervcd. Ptolemy mentions "Ztrtiftimf Aifj^'p, 
Partus Setafitiorumy the haTen of the SetanlH : 
PtoUnvf places this between the eftuary of 
Moricamhe noith, and the efhiary of BelUfama 
ibuth. A<:oof4ing- to this pofition of Ptolemy 
tins fea-port town of the old Bn'tons muft fbuid 
ibmewhere in the File country. If j^icola had 
made ufe of Ihips in his conqueft of Lancafhire^ 
then probably Tacitm would have mentioned this 
iea-port town; but it is plain, jtgricola had ni3 
(hips, when he invaded jinglefea lail year j fot ac- 
cording to that hiflorian he wanted fhips then, 
which obliged the foldiers to fwim over. So this 
year, when that general invaded Lancajbire^ wc 
read of no ihips that he had j and the firil time Ta- 
citus mentions fliips after this is, when Agricola was 
got ftito Scotland j there wc read of a navy of ihips, 
which Agricola had in Edinburgh^ fiith, which 
failing round Britain, Agricola -frz'i the firfl: ifcjffltf», 
that ^covered Britain to foe an ifiand. But to re- 
F 2 fume 



dbyGoogle 



^6 At Vibat timt Chap* 5. . 

fiime my main fubjeS, I conclude this head with 
obferving; that all the foregoing particulars put to* 
gether amount to a convincing proof, that "JuHus 
Agricokj as foon aa he left the Ordovic £s, in- 
vaded the ii^bitants of the eftuaries in the progrefi 
of his conqueih towaidfi Sa^land^ and the Inhabi- 
tants of or between the effaiaries were the native 
Britons of Lancajhire\ and coniequently JuHus 
j^ricola reduced Lantajbire to the Roman entice . 
in the fecond year of his propraetorihip over Bri- 
tain i which anfwcrs> according to Dionysus the 
chronologer, to. the year of our- I<ord 79, Fiavtus 
VeJ^afian and I'itus Vefpa^ being confuls. 

I COME now, fecondfyy to prove from TacituSy 
that the utmoft extent of jlgricok's conqueite to- 
wards the north this year wa»no further than Sol- 
way fiith on the weft 3 neither did j^rtwht march 
Qverthe£i^and7Vff^thisyear]&thatIamto{»-ovei 
that Agricola conquered no other pe<^le this fum- ■ 
mer's campaign, beiides the weftern Brigantes ; 
which I hope to prove out of the fiune htftorian^ 
The reafcMi why X am fo particular in adjufting Uie 
bounds of Agricohii conquefts over the weftern ' 
Brigantes this year^ is becaufe Agricola con- 
ferred great honours and advantages upon the coun- 
tries and people which he conquered diid year, in 
which he conquered Lancajhire. So I think it 
very ncceflary^ to collet from circumftances, what 

were 
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were all the countries Agricola conquered this year. 
Now all the countries jigricola conquered In his fe- 
eond year's campaign were Craven in Torkjhire^ 
Lancaftnrey Cumberhmd^ and WeJimortUmd^ which 
iour cooDtries I call by the name of the wellxm 
BrioanteS} and that .t^^Va^ conquered the(e 
four countries, and very little if any befides, I ihall 
prove by and by ; when I have fixed the bounds 
and limits of the whole dominions of the Bri*. 

GANTES. 

VTOLBMT^ in the 1 1 '"book and third chap. 
ter of his geography, fixes the limits of the domi- 
nions of the Bri GANTES, according to the beil 
expofition of that author, after this manner. The 
Brioantes are bounded on the north fide by 
the two rivers Veira and Ituaa^ By the river Ve- 
dra is to be ondfidbood ?»r, and by Itun^ is meant 
tlu nver B,(Un and Sohe^ frith ; and FtsUmy iays 
eaqnxflly that the Brtgajttgs'& domuiions reach from 
feato fea. The limits of the Brioahtes on 
the fouth Pt$kiity fixes thus, according to thole 
who have e7q)lained himi the river jUta on tbe 
fouth-eaft i by jiius ^e muff underi!and Humher j 
and on the fouth- weft Ptolemy makes the Bri- 
oantes and Ordovices to join upon one an- 
other. By this rule theBRiGANTEs reach as&r 
as the river Deva^ and Dr. Gak endeavours to 
prove, dut Cbejier belonged to the Brig antes; 
' becauic 
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becaufe of an altar found in that city, which was 
infcribeJ and dedicated to the goddefs Brigantia. 
According to theie limits of the dominions of the 
Brigantes, Torkjhiret Ltaicapiirey Dnrham^ 
Wejimoreland^ Cumberland'^ alt thcfc five counties 
madeup the dominions of the Brio antes. So 
that the Brigantes pofleOed the lai^eft domi- 
nions of any people in all Britain in the time of the 
Romans. The limits ofthe Brigantes heing 
thus determined, I am now to prove, that Agricala 
made no conquefls this year,, befides thofc over the 
vreftem Brigantes; that is. Craven in Tork- 
fiirey Lancajhire^ Wejlmoreland and Camherkmdi 
which I prove from the words of Tacitus in the 
ai"* chapter o£ Agricela'i life j Tertiui expeditionum 
annus novas gmtes aperuit^ vafiatts ufgue ad Taum 
(aejluario nomen tfi) nationiSui. Which words I 
interpret thus, kwas in ./^grrbVsdiird year's cam- 
paign, in which he discovered new nations, by 
kying countries wafte as far as Edinburgh frith. 

The river Taus or Tay running into Ediniurgb 
£:ith bears that name. I have already obierved^ 
that the year in which he fubdued Lancajbire was 
the fecond year of his command in Britain. From 
this quotation of Tacitus it appears, that Agricala 
difcovercd new nations, by laying countries waile 
as £ir as Edinburgh frith, in the third year of his 
command. Now I argue thus, if Agricola difl 

covered 
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covered not thde new nations till his third year's 
campaign J then it follows he conquered no fiir- 
ther than either the river Rien and Sokotrf frith on 
the weft, or die nws Tine on the eaft, in his &- 
cond year's campaign. For if that general had 
marched over tHe river Eden, which bounds the 
weftera Brioante^ and made conqueib be- 
yond it, then he muA have difcovered die Se^ovaf^ 
i. e. the inhabitants of NitbipUle and JinnandtUet 
divided fr<Hnthe Bkioant£S by the river £<)!ffl. 
If j^ricola hftd advanced over the rivo' Edtn more 
to the eaft> in his fccond yeu 's campaign, and 
made conquefts, he muft have dilcovered the nu 
tioD ofthcGAD 
ierlami, (ftethe 
conqueftv at the e 
words of^adtm, 
Bfllioiis till his dur 
£feQvertheieiiatJ 
Astthe tttmoft c 
muds the north i 

LarKofinre, was ne fiirtker than die dnmininas-of 
dKweAem Bkigantss; diat is, from tlwrivcr 
Dnw to the rivers Bdm and Tiusr, wfaieh inchidei 
Cujnberkmdt in jigrisotg'i icccod ^car*f conqueA 
over the wcAcm Brigantes. Viewthemap, 
It the end. Forif^r/r«t>hadpen^redaay jpoa^le 
lUsycar, bdkks the weftem BjtiOAWTvs, aad 
adwDC*^ a» te as Miiniurgb&^ tbu he nnft 

have 
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have difcovered feTcral nations, as die G a d £ n i^ or' 
the inhabitants of MV^f/^jt i the Otedbni, or 
the inhabitants of X^orthumberLmd between titte 
and Tweed; the D a m n 1 1, inhabitants of CUdfdale, 
TwedaJe^ and Tiviotdak. All thefe nations lay be- 
tween the Brigantes and Bdinburgb frith, 
which frith Tacitui fays jigricola did not approach 
till his third year } which is a fufficient proof, that 
j^ricola conquered no other nation, in his fecond 
year's campaign in Britain^ befides the weftem 
Brigantes. For Tacitus lays, j^ricola con- 
quered new nations, which were not difcovered till 
his third year's campaign ; that is, the hiAorlan 
means, Agricola advanced beyond the weftem 
Brigantes in his third year ; for Agricola was 
the firft of all the Ramans, that invaded Scotland^ 
The Romans till ^^;V9i^'s time knew nothing of 
Scotland, which is the reafon, why Tacitus i^ys^ 
Agricoia difcovered new nations in his third year. 
Which account of Tacitus fufficiently proves, that 
Areola made no new conquefts, in the year that 
be conquered hancajhire and Cumberland, beyond 
Sokvay frith, and the rivers Eden and Tine, which 
houndthcdominionsof the Brigantes; which 
is the thing I {M-omifed to prove. 

Hating already proved from the words of 
Tacitfis, how &r jigricoJa conquered towards the 
nordi in his fecond. year's campaign, I £ball now 

attempt 
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attempt to ihew, how Su jigricala conquered to- 
wards the eaft o^ Lancaflnre and Cumberland the 
£une year. The Realbn why I am fo particular 
in thi8» h what I mentioned before ; namely, the 
great honour done by JuUus jigricok to the p(»ple 
whom he conquered this year ; therefore I ought 
to ihew, wh6 they were, upon whom jigricola 
conferred the honours and advantages, which I 
(hall mention afterwards j and thefe people were 
none elfe, bift the weAem Brio antes. I can 
CoUed nothing from Tacitus in exprefs words, to 
prove how fax J^^ricola conquered towards the eaft j 
but then I can prove this from the grand military 
way, which Agrkola laid this year amongft the 
wefrem Br i o a n t b s, and from the grand mili- 
tary way that PefiHus Cereatis laid amongfl the 
eaftem BxioaiItes. I have already obfcrved 
from tacituSt that Petilius Cereolis conquered the 
weAem Brio antes. Now the military way of 
PetiMus CereaUi runs from Tork to JMborougb. If 
therefore every Umian general ipade his military 
vray run through the middle of his conquells, then 
the grand military way df Petilius Cerealis muft ran 
-through the middle of his conquefts aUb. This 
military way ruAs through Tork northward ; then 
we muft take as much t»cidth of that country 
to the weft of Totk^ as lies b> the eaA. of it j and 
between Tork and Scarborough is about 30 miles 
fpace. Take about 30 miles to the weft oSTori^ 
. . G and 
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and it brings us Co about the caft edge of Craven : 
Thus far 1 reckon for Cerealh'i conqoeA. Now 
let us examine the grand military way, that jigricola 
laid through th^ weilcm Bkigantes, and we 
£nd that Agricola'u grand military way is laid 
through "Ribchefier north ; if then Agriccla'9 grand 
miHtaiy way is laid through the middle of his con- 
queib, then we muft meafure as much to the eaft 
of Ribcbejier^ as lies weft of it. And betwixt JU^ 
cbefier and the weftem Tea is 2 8 or 20 miles length ; 
take this length of miles, and run them to the eaft 
oSRibcbeJier ; and they will reach to about Skip- 
ton } where Cerea/is's conqaefts ended on the weft, 
and jigricola's conquefts too terminate on the eaft. 
How patly this calculation tallies, when we take 
our account from the two grand military ways of 
the Romans running north ; the eaftero way laid by 
the frepraetor^ CereaUsy and the weftem by Jutios 
jigricola. Thk calculation proves, that jigricola 
conquered Craven in the fame year that he con- 
quered thcweftemBmoANTEs. Bqtwhat puts 
this matter beyond all dtfpi^, the grand military 
way, which belongs to Agricola's ftations, tt laid 
through part of this country. Add to this, the te£- 
fell^ted pavement which was found near Gargrave 
fhews, that the Roitians haw bc«n in Oavetty and 
made war Upon the inhabitants of that country, by 
having a camp diere ; and the teflellated pavement 
Muft be the very flo(v where the pavilion of j^ri~ 

tela 
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ceta was cre£^. That the Romans hare been in 
that country Dr. GaJe fliews bjr fcveral inftancei. 
The author of the attenyimus Ravertnas mentions 
Cohmitm, which is the prefent Coht^ where are 
tokens of Roman monuments. Dr. Lei^ mentions 
a filver urn Kill oi Roman medals, found not far 
from Emmtii and yet upon a careful furvey of the 
Reman hiftorians, who have given an account of 
the exploits and conqueils of the Ramam in Bri- 
tain^ I can find no account of any Roman general 
making war upon this country j that is, upon the 
weftem Brig antes, befides Julius jigricob 
only, till it was wholly fubdued to the obedience 
of the Roman, empire. It is certain, according to 
Tacitus, in the firft book of his general hiftory, and 
fecond chapter, fi^om thefe words, ptrdomita Bri- 
tannia et Jiatini amija; Sir Henry Saiiilt fliews, 
that the conqucft of all Britain was finiihed by Ju- 
liits Agricola va the mga of Damitian. Yet upon 
a carefijl furvey of the Roman hiilorians, I cannot 
find any Roman general advancing beyond the river 
Drva, or on the north fide of it, and making con- 
quefts there, before, or In Domitian's reign, befides 
^igricoia himfelf : This is a mod convincmg prooj 
that Julius Agricola was the general who conquered 
Craven. It is certain, the Roman legions muft have 
been fome weeks, if not months, hereabouts, and 
in Craven, from their fixed camp near Gargrave, 
which the chequered pavement points out to uK" 
G 2 Raitmnas^ 
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Ravemias, a very old author, giving lu a catalogue 
of thoie towns in Britain^ which owe their foun- 
dation to the Romans^ in his get^phy of Britain 
mentions Cokme, which Dr. Gale ^ys is the pre- 
fent Coine ; alio Gal/unio, which the &me antiqua- 
rian fays is H^alley ;. at the former of which places 
a camp is fuppofed to have been fixed. For whea 
Tadfus expre/Hy tells us, that JuJiui jigricola in 
perfon laid oit the ground for his camps> hca 
taftrii iffe cafere ; whilft he was invading the In- 
habitants between the eihiaries and amongft the 
woods, within the dominions of the weilem Bri- 
OANTES; 'tls ccitab, Ttfn'/iu muft mean of ./j^/- 
nla'i camp near Cergrave^ and that fuppo&d to have 
been at Colne, as vrell as of all other camps which 
Jgricoia pitched this year's campa^, in which 
he conquered jdl thoie countries. The Britont 
ibiuid work for ten Raman projvaetors one after an- 
other, for almoft the fpace of 45 years ; that is, 
from the year ofourlyord 43, about which time 
Claudius came into Britain, till about the year 87, 
in Damitian't reign, when yuiius j^icola had fi- 
niflied the conqueft of the Nitons i fo that our ille 
wjthftood the grand power of eight Roman empe- 
rors, before the warlike mid valiant old Britons 
could be fubdued ; neither were they totally fub- 
(lued at kft. Nine propraetors conquered from 
Portus Ruti^tnjis \ that is, Ricbborougb in Kent, 
'Wbere the Remans landed^ to the river Deva of 

-. North 
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Nifffb H^0ks, Jufius jIgricoUt the tenth proprae- 
tor, began with the Okdovice^, or inhabitants 
q£ Nort^ IVales, and conquered the weflem Bxi- 
o A N T £ 9 ; and then ibr five yean after made war 
upon the inhabitants of Scotland^ and io £niihed 
^ conqueft of Brifaittt accordtcf no Tadtus. At 
Ibr the conqoeft of IVfftmereland^ jigricola's mili- 
tary way running from Overbor<n4gb through that 
county proves it. AH theie particulars put toge- 
ther fufiiciently evince, that jigricM cohered 
Craven, fVeftmoreland, hancfifinre and Cumbtrland 
in the iecond campaign he made in Britmrtt which 
was what I promifed to prove* 

I c o M E now to the third thing I am b> prove 
from the exprefi words of Tacitus, tint yuUus jigr$'- 
nla ered^ fttfions in die iame year, in which he 
conquered the inhi^tants between the eftuaries. 
From this account we learn the antiquity of every 
ftation in Lancafbire, The ftations or fortrcfles in 
Lancajbire are ibuT} Bremefotucae, Overberou^b ; 
Longovicut, Lmcufier j Mancumum, Mancbefter ; 
Cocdum, Bibcbejia: 

I SHALL put down Tacitus*^ words out of the 
so*^ chap, of Agriadd'i life, to prove this $ ^biu 
rebus naiitae civitates quae in ilhtm diem ex aequo 
egerant, datis tb/tdihus iram fcjuere, et frfufidiii 
cafieUifque drcumdatis, tanta ratiate curaquey ut 
^ nuUa 
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mdia ante Britamtiae nova fan tUaceffita trat^et. 
Which words, I interpret and panphrafe thus; 
Many cities of the inhabitants between the cftuaries, 
^nd aUb of the woods in the eaflsm parts of Latt" 
capnrcy Cumherland and Craven^ being fitted 
with the iudden inroads of jSgricola amongft them : 
And well they might, for jfgriceia had three legions, 
which, with their fiiU auxiliaries, amounted to 
36,000 fighting men, acc<Mtling to Fegetius'. Thefe 
cities, which till now had afl^ted a iUte of equa- 
lity and independance, did alter this lay afide alt 
boftility, and delivered to Jgricola hoftages, as a 
fecurity of their fiiture obedience ; and thefe cities 
were begirt with garriibns ^uid fortrelles, which 
jigrict^ erected with fuch circumfpo^ion and con- 
trivance, that nothing was ever attempted againft 
thefe fortrefles ; whereas no new f^tified place in 
all Britain elcaped bcfcM'e unafiail'd. In tbis paf^ 
iagc we find Tacitus very exprels about the for- 
trefles, which jigricela ereiSed the iame year, in 
which he conquered the inhalMtants between the 
eftuarles and amongft the woods. I aflc, where 
we muft loolt for thefe fortrefles or flations, which 
Agricola ere<Scd ? Why, where ihould we look for 
them, but in the countries which Agricola fub- 
ducd this year amongft the inhabitants between the 
eftuacies and the woods. I have obterved akeady, 
that Agricola begun his fecond year's campaign 
fi^om the river Dn;^, and fo advanced north ; let 
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as examine, what fbrtreiles wc can find this way. 
It is moft certain, Chefter was a Roman ftatlon, and 
called Deva, Thus, f>y this interp-etation of 7*^ 
rtrtw, wc difcover the time when Cbefter became a Ro- 
man flation J hence we learn, who the Roman ge- 
neral was, who creeled a ftation at Deva ; whereas 
to this day the Roman antiquity of Cbefier could 
never Be difcovered. The late teamed Mr. Pre/cot 
of Cbefter^ as we may obfcrve in a lettet of his 
printed in Dr. Leigh's natural hiftory of Z>ancafi)i're, 
toolc a great deaj of learned pains, to trace out the 
Roman antiquity of Cbefier j but could not at laft 
make it appear : whereas, according to Tacitus 
thus explained, Cbefier was ere^ed into a ftation 
by 'JuUm Agricola the fame year, in which he con- 
qucred Lancafiiire. To omfirm this, Ptolemy men- * 
tions the 20*^ legion being at Qiefier, who writ his 
geography in Trajan*% or Hadria»*s reign ; which 
well could not be paft 20, or 30, or 40 years after 
Agricoia's fecond year's propraetorfliip in Britain ; 
and the 20"' legion was called the Julian legion 
fi'om yulitts ^ricola, which to me are two con- 
vincing [H-oofs of the truth of this interpretation of 
Tacitus, 

I wi LL now take Agricola's ftations in a row 
'fixan fouth to north, by which means I trace out 
the fourilations oi Lancajbire ; Mancunium, Man- 
(befier j Coccium^ Ribchefier j Bremdonacae^ Over- 

borough i 
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horcugbi Ltftigovicutt lancafier. Thele ftatxons, 
four iir number, arc thofc which Tacitus iays, jigri' 
aoia ruFTOunded many cities mth» multae civitates 
praejidiis caJlelKf^ ctrcumdatae. I acknowledge I 

' am very ikigular in my opinion, no critick or cixn- 
mentator ever dreamed of fiich an interpreution as 
I have put upon Tacitut's 20'* chapter of ji^icda'% 
life. For my part, as to my own opinion, I am 
perfuaded and convinced, that Tacitus in that chap- 
ter delivers to us the hiftory of Agricola'^ ctmquefts 

. over the weftem Brig antes; and the cafieUa^ 
which Tacitus mentions in that chapter, muft be 
thefe of Chefier^ Mancbe/ier, Ribcbejier, Overho- 
rmgb, Lancafter. I Ihall therefore proceed with 
my interpretation ~upon Tacitus % thathiftnian iays, 
Agricola iurrounded many cities with garrifons and 
fortrcfles. Where were thefo cities ? I anfwer, 
thefe were cities oi the BritpnSj where Agricola 
built his fortreflcs. Chefter was a city of the Bri- 
tons^ and called Caervavar ; Ribcbejler was a city 
otthe wefternBRiGANTES, for P^oJ^wy the geo- 
grapher, numbering up the cities of the B r i a a n- 
T E 5, mentions Ribodunum^ which was the name of 
the old Brittjh city of Bibchcjier, as Ccccium was 
the name of the fortrefs there ; and it is the opi- 
nion of a learned antiquarian, that Prefton. owes \lts 
original to Ribcbejler ; So that tho' that poUte and 
6ourifhing town had not its beginning firom the 
Romam themfelves ; yet it has fo much of Roman 
I extra£ti(»i 
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cxtra<Sion in it,- that it may be called the daughter 
of the Roman Coccium, iince, according to the opi- 
nion of Camden^ Prefton arofe out of the ruins of 
Ribcbefier, That Ovtrborougb was a city, and a 
great city too, of the Britons, Camden ikys he 
learned from the inhabitants. Here it may be 
afkedj How came Camden and the inhabitants to 
know this F I anfwer, they might know this very 
cafily, becaufe when Camden was at Overhrcugh, 
which is now 1 56 years ago, the old wa!Is muft be 
apparent j fo that by the appearance of the old 
ruins, which took up a great fpace of ground be- 
tween the Lac and the Lune, according to Cam- 
den's words, a Britijh city might be traced out ; 
for the cities of the Britons were furroundcd with 9 
trench and a rampart, and were round. This 
Caejar tells us in his defcription of a Brittjb city. 
The name of this city, which ftood where Over- 
borough now ftands, I take to be Braboniack, be- 
caufe the author of the Notitia, who took a lift of 
the garrifons in Britain fomc time about the year 
440, when he mentions the garrifon at Overbo- 
rough, calls it the garrifon of Braboniacum ; fo that 
as Braboniacum was the name of the city of Over- 
boroughj Brenutmacae was the luune of the fbrtrefs 
there. 

LANCASTER was a city of the wcftem 

Brigantes, which may be proved from its 

H Britijh 
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Britijb name. The Britons called Lanca/ler Caer- 
•weridy which figiufies a green ci^, and the old 
Britijh name of hancajler is ftill hinted at in the 
name of Green Aer^ which is Green Caer^ or the 
green city. 

But ftill in all this account of thefe cities of 
the weftem B r i g a n t e s, I am not yet cqme to 
up to the meaning of TWi/tti, v/z. mttltae civitatet 
fraejidiii cajieUifyue circwndatae. From thele wcM-ds 
the hiftorian muft mean> that yuUus jigricola fur- 
rounded many cities with garrifons and fortreiSfes. 
Now it is plain, that Africola built hut one kx- 
trefs at each of thofe cities. How then coiUd Agri' 
cola, according to Tacitus, furround many citiea 
with garrifons and fortrellcs ? I anfwer, that Ttf- 
ciius does not mem of thofe cities that had ftations j 
but the hiAorian muft mean of thofe cities, that are 
. in Lancajbirtt which were furroundcd and invi* 
roncd with thefe fortxcSSa and military ways> which 
were laid 80 miles in kc^ from Cbe^er to Lan- 
c^er. That the meaning of "Tacitus may appear 
in a clear light, talce a view of the map of Agri^^ 
cola's fecond year's conqueft of the weftern Bki- 
QANTE8, at the end. And as many cities aswero 
in Lancajhire between the fortreHes and military 
ways on the eaft, and the fca on the weft, fo many 
cities may be fald to be fucrounded wi^ garriions 
a^d fortrelles. For the garriions that were quar- 
tered 
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tercd in thefe fbrtrel^ their buliners was to fUnd 
all along the military vrzys as centinels and ad- 
Tanced guards^ which th^ always did in time of 
war, and when they were under any apprehenlions 
of a revolt of the Britms. So that by taking a 
view qi the miliary ways and fortrelTes drawn in 
the map> at the end, from Chefier to Lancafier, 80 
miles in lengthy and fuppofing the garrifbn of each 
refpe£tive fbttrefs placed as guards and centinels, 
each on their refpedtive military ways j this gives 
us a clear idea, what Tacitus means, when he 
£iys that jij^iceia furrounded many cities with gar- 
riibns and fortrefles. Acccu-ding to this account, 
the cities which jigricola furrounded, muft ftand 
in Zjoncajhire. It will therefore be expeded from 
me, to prove there were many cities in hancajhire, 
when Agricola fubdued the inhabitants of this coun- 
try ; f(v Tacitus lays, many cities were furrounded 
with garrifoDS and fbrtreiles } and thefe many cities 
muft fbind ki Lancafliire. fiut there is no difficulty 
at all in this, for I do not doubt, hat that there 
wov a great many dties in Lancajbire, when 
jigricola conquered it> which I prove thus. Strabo 
the geographo: fays, that woods to the Britons 
were cities ; ioi the Britons, when they dciigned 
to build a dty, cut down trees, then they indofed 
a round plot of ground i with thefe trees they 
ereded hovels to live in, and made alfo folds for 
their cattle ; never fixing long in the fame place. 
H 2 Caefar 
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Caefar in his commentaries gives us much the fame 
account of a Brstijh city ; It is accounted a city, fays 
he, among the Britons, when fome thick wood is 
fenced ia with a trench and a rampart ; whither* to 
avoid the Jncurfions of the enemy, the Britons re- 
tire, and take refuge in fuch fortified places. Ac- 
cording to thefe accounts of Stra^ and Caefar, 
every wood in Lancajktre muft either have been a 
town or a city of the Britons. And to confirm this 
account, Tacitus iays, that yuUus ^gricoia taught 
the weftemBRi GANTES, how to build houJes ; 
which ihews, that the houfes or cities which the 
Britons had, when Jgricola came among them, 
were only fuch as Strabo and Caefar defcribe > 
namely, hovels made by rearing a few trees end to 
end. 

Let us ftill proceed with examining Taa'tus's 
account of thofe fortrefies, which jigricola ere^fted 
in Lancajhire. Mulfae civitates p-aefidiis cajiellif- 
qut circumdatae, tanta raticne curaque, ut nulla 
ante Britanniae nova pars illaceffita tranjiret. Ma- 
ny cities were environed with fortrcfles, built 
with fuch fkill and contrivance, as well as care. 
The next fcntence, becaufe commentators reckon 
it obfcure, I (hall put down in Sir Henry Savik'% 
tranflation, that nothing was ever attempted againft 
them J whereas no new fortified place in all Bri- 
tain escaped before unafiail'd. Of all the pralfey, 

which 
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which Tacitus beftows upon his hero, he feems 
moft to admire Agricola, for that General's great 
ikiH in the contrivance of his fortreHes. ¥ or . Ta- 
citus Jays in another place, befides what I have d- 
ready quoted, that the greateft judges have ob- 
ferved, that no General creded fortrcfles with more 
art than Agricohy for no ^Htrefs of that General's 
building was ever taken by ilorm or furprizc, or 
abandoned. ., 

Let u9 examine one of .^griatla'^ fortrefles, 
fince Tacitus applauds them fo much ; and Bre- 
metonacae ihall be the ibrtrefs. And this we can do 
at this day, becaufc FegetittSy who lived in Valen- 
timoTt's reign, when Agricola's fbrtrefles were gar- 
rifoned by foldiers, has left us a defcription of a 
compleat fortrels in the £?Ilowing words. Cqftella 
muniendafunt loco tuto^ ubi et lignorum^ et pabuU^ 
et aquae Juppetit c<^a j et Ji diutius commorandum 
fit, loci fabthritas eligenda j cavendum Jit^ ne morn 
vicinus altior^ qui ab adverfariis captus pojjit ^tcere^ 
confiderandumque, ne torrentibus inundari confueverit 
campuSf Veg. Lib. i. cap. 2. Let us apply the 
£)rtrels of Overborougb to this compleat ftandard of 
Vegetius. According to Fegetius, a fortrefs ought 
to be ere(3ed in a fecure iituation, which abounds 
with wood, grafs, and hay for cattle, and plenty 
of water. Of all jigricoia's fortrefles that I have 

fecn. 



dbyGOOgIC 



54 ^i ^^' *'*"' Chap. 5. 

fccn, Overifirougb muft abound the moft with thefe 
four necellaries. 

That fcutrefs muA have been iiuTouoded with 
woods in ^gricoLt's time ; then ' for gra& and hay 
for cattle, and plenty of water, what place can be 
compared to that valley, pleaiantly fituated on the 
banlu of the rivers Lune and Lac 7 Let us [«o- 
ceed with Fegetius's deifcription of a compleac for- 
trefs. As to fituation, which ou^t to be health- 
ful, this i^rees very well with the iituation of eld 
Bremetonacae, which ftood upon a fine rifing 
ground in a valley, where there was always a fixe 
droilation of dry air for the Roman ganrifon. The 
next requifite Vegetius requires is, that no hlU ftaod 
near the fortrefe, left that hill fidUng into the poii^ 
ieflTon of their enemies, they may annoy the gar- 
rifon fix>m it There is a bill, but at fucfa a dlilance 
fi'om the fortrefs of Overbormgb^ that no mifiive 
weapmt fixun the hill could reach the fortreis. The 
laft requifite according to VegetiuSf tho' the fortreis 
muJl ftand near a river, yet the fituadon ought to 
be fo high, as never to be overflowed. The fitua- 
tion of Bremetormcae anfwers tills in all rcfpeds. 
This account of Vegetita helps us to difcover the 
great art, iktll and cfHitrivance of ^gricoloy in the 
fituation of his fortrefles, for which Tacitus applauds 
him fo much. 

I 
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I HAVE now gone through Tacifus's 20'" chap, 
of /4gricoJa'i life ; and I hope I have made it ap- 
pear> that ^/ius ^gricola conquered the weftern 
Brigamtes in the fecond year of his proprae- 
torfhip in Britain, and that in the lame year he 
erected the £>ur fbrtrefleSt and laid the military 
ways thro' the wellem Brigantes} and this 
yearimfwers, according to Dion^s the chrono- 
kger, to the year <^ our Lord 79. Flavius Vefpe^ax 
and ^itui Ve^a^ being conftUs. 

To coo£rm this arcnwnf, I will add one dr- 
cumftance nuxe > a copper medal of the firft mag- 
nitude, wluch X have in my coUedtion, was found 
bucicd ftveral yards deep in the &Etrc& at B.ib- ' 
tb^er. The river RibhU^ which now wafhes away 
the fcrtrefit. by forcing away a £boot of earth, laid 
bare this medal. It is certain, this medal mufl 
have been dropt by feme legionary foldier, when 
die fortrefi was made j otherwise no account can be 
^ven, how it {hould be feveral yards deep in the 
£)ftre&, except it was loft when the foldters we» 
heaping one great pile of earth upon another^ that 
the medal happened to be buried lb deep. This 
toedal bears date» Flavius Feffq/ian, Cof. VIII. 
See Haepiifte, j%. i. I have examined the Fa^i 
cwfahrei^ and find that Flanjiiu Vejpaft^i was con^ 
&1 the ei^th, time} in the very year xhAi^rieola 
3 con- 
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a>nquered hancajhnre ; and erefbed the four for- 
trefles in that county. So that this medal bears 
teftimony to my interpretation of Tacitui\ and 
both together mutually fupport and illuflratc each 
other. 

I c o M E now to relate the great advantages, 
which the weftem Bsigantes received from 
Julius j^gricola, the winter after he had fubdued 
them. Tacitus fpcnds a whole chapter, in relating 
what ^gricola did. The winter was fpent, feys 
Tacifus, in giving moft wholefpme advice to the 
people, ^grtcola obferving their rude uncultivated 
difpoiidons prone to war, he indulged them in eaie 
and pleafures ; he exhorted them in private, he aflift- 
ed them in common, ^gricola taught the weftem 
Brigantes i» build temples and houTes, and 
how to ereft forums ; that is, places of publick rc- 
fort for the Britons to meet in, and converfe with 
the Romans^ and become ibciable. It apprars from 
this account of Tacitus^ that the Britons till now 
had no temples for their idols. The largeft oak in 
the wood ferved for a temple among the Germans 
and Gauls i and I fuppofe it was fo among the 
Britons; and the deity of die oak was what the 
Britons worihipped. It appears alfo from Tacitus, 
that the Britons had no hou(es of Hone, till Julius 
Agricola taught the weftem Brigantes how to 
build houies after the Roman faihion. Beftdes all 

this, 
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this, j^ricola took the children of the principal 
men, and inftrufted them in the liberal arts and 
fciences. Tacitus obferves one thing, which is very 
mdch to the honour of the wcftern Brigantesv 
that Agricola preferred the natural genius of thefe 
Britons before the Gauls : for theie Britons were 
very deiirous to become mafters of the Roman Ian* 
guage, whereas the Gauls had reinfed to learn it. 
For jigricola had been Proconful in Aquttain^ al- 
moft three years before Flavius VeJ^apan had ap- 
pointed him Tropraetor over Britain. So that 
j^ricola, being well acquainted both with the Bri- 
tons and Gauls, was a competent judge of the na- 
tural abilities of both. After tliis the weftera 
BxiGAHTES ufed the Roman dre^ and the Toga, 
fays TacituSy became the frequent halut amongft 
them. But matters were carried higher than all 
diis, the weftem Brio ANTES muA needs have 
dieir pMticos, babiea, and what not. And to 
confirm this account of Tacitus, that yulius Agrt^ 
tola taught the weftem Brioantes to build 
temple?, houfcs, porticos, forums, balnea, &c, 
Camden, in defcribing the Rmum monuments, where 
Agricola had ereded ftations, obferves, that at Tome 
of thefe places were in his time, arches, vaults, &<:. 
under ground, befidcs what he obierved above 
grotmd, or ofieh dug up, fbtues, pillars, pedeflals 
of pillars, chapiters, altars, marbles, which con- 
firm Tacitus's account of thofe buildings. Tacitus'^ 
1 lefledion 



d by Google 



58 At what time Chap. 5. 

refleflion on thefe matters is worth our obfervatJon, 
that when the Britons had got porticos and balnea^ 
thefe became incitements to vice : So that now the 
wcdem Brigantes had accuHomed themfelves 
to cxquifite banquetings and luxury. Thus we 
learn from Tacitus^ that the weftern Brigantes 
were the firft of all the Britons^ that were inftru£tcd by 
Julius Agricola in the Roman language, drcfs, polite- 
nefs and vices at the Jame time. But here it may be 
afked, why he did this to the weftem Brigantes^ 
when no other Roman that we read of did fo before to 
the wcftern Britons f Two reafons may be given •, 
I. AW Britain^ as &t as Scotlami, except Nortbum- 
berlandy which was a diAinft nation of itfelf, was 
become fubjedt to the Roman empire at this time . 
fo that it was now high time &x the Romans to en- 
deavour to polifh the rude and barbarous difpoli- 
tions of the Britons, who were become members of 
the Roman empire. 2. A fecond reafon Tacitus gives 
us f<M- what Agricoia did to the weftem Bri- 
gantes: The Britons^ fays he, being rude and 
' uncultivated,' and prone to war upon every occafion,. 
Jgricola attempted to break, foffcen, and humanize 
the natural bent of their tempers by luxury,, plea- 
fures and cafe. 

I H a v E now finiftied what I deiigned relating 
to the four heads, which I promifed to prove at 
the beginning of this chapter ^ and as by the title of 

this 
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this chapter it appears, I promiied to ihew and 
prove the year when, and the Roman general, who 
creifted the fortrefs of Bremetonacae at Overboroagb j 
fo from the aforegoing particulars, I hope I have ' 
made it fufficiently plain, that Julius j^gricola e- 
refted the ftation of Bremetonacae in the fecond 
year of his propractorfliip over Briiairjy pnder the 
emperor Flavius Vefpafian^ which according to 
Dionyfius the chronologer anfwers tp the year of 
our Lord 79 ; Tla^'tus VefPaJian and 7itus Vefpa- 
fian confuls. 

C H A P. VI. 

"TlSg derivation of the word Bremetonacae. 

SINCE we have no hiftory extant concerning 
the Roman ilations in Britain^ befides their 
names only recorded, and thole very difficult to 
fix } whoever attempts to write on any one fingle 
ftation, if he defigns to give any tolerable account 
of it, will find himfelf obliged to pick and cull 
materials fi-om every circumftance that will adford 
him the leaft light, to illuftrate the hiftory of that 
fiation he writes upon. As to the names of the 
Roman ftaticms in Britain^ ibme few of them are 
Latin names ; but a ^tax part, if not the greateft 
number of them, are names compounded of Britijb 
words. 

I 3 When 
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When the &mous Camden begun to ftudy the 
antiquities of Britain^ he obferved moft of the 
names of the Roman (lations to be made up of com- 
pound Britijh words ; which very obfefvation put 
Camden upon learning the Britijh language. 

As to any light we can ftrike out of a name> to 
illuftrate the hiftory of that ftation to which the 
name belongs } I ai|;ue thus : the names of thofe 
ftations that are Latin names, I always find noGbf 
to fo0i£ remarkable thing belonging to that ftation, 
to which the name belongs. Fcr ioftance, the 
fiame of the/?00M» ft^onofBtffi&, i.e. Aquae-ca- 
liiae j the name of the ftadon at Tadcafter is CaU 
carta, from lapis calcarius, becaufe the Romans 
had their lime irom thence. The nameof the Aa- 
tion at Newcaftk upon Tine is Pons Aelit, becauie 
Aelius Hadrianus the emperor eroded that ftation. 
Hence I ai^e, that if the names of the ftations 
that are Latin refer to fome remarkable thing be- 
longing to that refpedive ftation, by a parallel rca- 
fon the names of thofe ftations that are compound 
Britijh words, muft undoubtedly refer alfo to fome 
remarkable thing belonging to each of the ftations 
to which the Britijh compound name belongs } 
confequently, by knowing what thefc Brttijh words 
fignify, which make up the name of a ftation, we 

get 
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get to know fbme remarkable thing to illaflrate the 
hiftory of that AaticHi. 

I THOUGHT it proper to pnmiCc thus much, 
becaufe I hope to prove from the derivation of the 
word Brtmetomtcae^ a remarkable piece of hiftory 
belonging to that ftation. Dr. Gale is my autho- 
rity I the learned dodor, in his notes upon jinfoni- 
nus'i Itinerary thro* Britain^ gives us the derivation 
of the word Bremetonacae. The doftor obicrves, 
that this name is a compound of three Brittjh 
words, Bre^ maenig^ tan j monSy faxeus^ ignis j that 
is, to ezprefs it in Engltjby the rocky hill fire fta- 
tion i that is, the ftation at Overboreugb had a fire 
upon a hill. Now it is certain, the fortreis at 
Overbormgb did not fland upon a rocky hill, fb 
the fire could not be there. Dr. Gaie helps us to 
find this rocky hill where the fire was, which be- 
longed to this fortrefs at Overhorougby by acquaint- 
ing us, that the word Ingleborougb fignifies the fame 
thing in the Saxon tongue, which the word Breme- 
tonacae fignifies in the Britijh tongue. Hence we 
learn, that the garrUbn at Overborougb created a. 
beacon, fire-houfe, or watch-tower, upon the rocky 
hill of Ingleborougb, and appointed watches or cen- 
tincls there. Thefe centinels, by their fignals of 
fire, were to give notice, and alarm the foldiers of 
the garrifon of Bremetonacae, upon their difco- 
vering the approach of the enemy. It is certain, 

the 
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-the ule of beacons or watch-towers upon hills, to 
alarm the country round of the approach of an ene- 
my, .was' an old cuftom, long before the Romans 
invaded Britain : For wc read of beacons in the 
bid Teftament. And to confirm all, this beacon 
or fire-houfe of the Romans has to this day its ruins 
vifible upon Ing/eiorough, which is a remarkable 
rocky hill. And the Roman watch-tower is lituate 
on that fide the fummit of the hill, which looks to- 
wards Overborougb : and that the garrifon of Over- 
borough might receive better information from the 
fignals of fire upon Ingleiorougb, there was always 
a centinel upon duty in one of thefe two turrets of 
the northern part of the fortrels of Overiorougb, 
for which ufc thefe two turrets were eresSed, as I 
ihall fliew afterwards. ' In confirmation of all this, 
the word Borough fignifies a fortified mount j ;. f. 
Ingleborough from its very name denotes a fortifi- 
cation ; and fo it was, when it had Roman foldiers 
fixed upon it, to Hand as centinels appointed and 
detached from the garrifon of Bremetonacae. It is 
certain, fi-om repeated obfcrvations upon the art of 
war in ufe among the Romans in Britain^ that 
every fortrefs had centinels appointed by the praefeft 
or tribune of the garrifon, to keep watch at fi)me 
convenient place and diilance fi'om the garrifon, and 
always upon the higheil hill they could meet with j 
and, if the fortrefs was fituate in a fiat country, the 
legions made a moust, and ieveral of thefe made 
2 mounts 
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mounts are viUble at this day. The Romans called 
thcfe mounts mmUs exfbratoru^ or cajlra expkra- 
toria ; and, if I am not miflaken, the fortrefs of 
Bremetonacae might challenge all the fbrtreiles in 
Britain^ to fhcw fuch ar.otlier mons exploraioriust 
as theirs of IngUboreugb. 

As for a caftra expkratorum^ as I imagine, it dif- 
fered from a mom exfloratoriusy becaufe the former 
contained more exploratores, or watchmen, than 
the latter j and that there were cafira exploratorum. 
upon IngUlforougby confifting of a great many cen- 
tinels, I gueis from hence ^ namely, becau(e the 
Roman name of the fortrefs al Overbormgb^ in all 
the three copies oi AntoniuuSy is in the plural num- 
bcr : which intimates, as I imagine, that the for- 
trefs of Bremetonacae had another belonging to it. 
For which reafons, when the Saxons came, they 
gave the name of Overborougb to the ftation of 
Bremetonacae, and the name of Ingletorougb to- the 
cajira exploratorum belonging to Overborougb. 
Hence came the two Saxon names, Overborougb 
and Ingleborougb : The Saxons being fcnt for into 
Britain by King Vortiger, a Britt/b pnncCy about 
four years after the Romans had abandoned our iflc» 
and left their fortifications ftanding, to be pofleHed 
and made ufe of, as they accidentally foil into the 
hands of Britons or Saxons. 

CHAP. 
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CHAP. VII. 

Reform and plan of the fortrefs of Bre- 
metonacae, wbilft in poffeffion of a Ro- 
man garrifon, 

WH-E N old BremetonaCM appeared in alt its 
martial greatnefs and glory, and poflefled 
of a Roman garrifon, this plan (fee the table at the 
end,) is a &int repreTentation of it, as near as I can 
guefs, by examining the ruins of thoie fortreiles 
which have any foundations of the praetoriumt or 
of the barracks or paptifor of the foldiers, or of the 
forums^ or of the ramparts, &c. vifible at this day. 
For no antiquarian, that I can find, has left us 
a draught or plan ofsijioman £>rtFeis, when garri- 
foned with foldiers'; ib I am obliged to put old 
BremetonacaeH £>rtre& together as well as I can, 

A A. 
Porta "Praetmay becaufe this gate ftood next to 
the praetorium. This port was nextto the enemy, 
and which they laid their batteries againft, accord- 
ing to the learned Sir Henry SaviU; for which rea- 
fon this fide of the fintreis was elevated the higheft, 
being moft expofed to danger, 

BB. 
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BB. 

Porta decumarta. This gate was nearefl: the 
river for convenience of water. At this gate the 
ibldiers brought in their forage. This fide is called 
the back part of the fertrefs, towards which all 
the barracks of the foldiers were built. 

CC. 

Ports jmijira frinc^aiit. 

DD. 

Porta dextra principalis. Both thefc gates io 
called, becaufe they led intfr the via principalis, 
or common way into the fcit^ls. 

From a paflage in Suetori/us's life of Julius Cae- 
Jar it appears, that it was ^ duty of the centu>- 
rions, each to (land at his gateT ^d defend it, when 
a fbrtrels was attacked by the ^emy. 

£E£. 

The four great ramparts, walls, or battlements 
of ftone, whidi inclofe the fortrefs. I cannot find 
out what height thefe were ; but by the battle- 
ments which 1 hav^ feen at fome fbrtreflcs, I guefs 
they might be about 1 2 feet high. I reckon a wall 
of defence amongft the Romans was probably that 
K height. 
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height, becaufe venerable Bede iays, Severus'& wall 
was twelve feet high, and fcur thick. 

FFF. 
Tmfijfa, or ditch encompafling the ramparts 
or battlements of (lone. 

GGG. 

■ The eggn-y or bank made by the earth thrown 
out of the foffa or ditch. i,Thi8 tggtr was made 
firm vith JuJes, or ib-obg,ltake8, which were fixed 
after the manner of p^lltfiulots. 

JIHH. 

The praetortumt^kc^icad commander of the 
gafrifon's apartment, .whether he was praefedl or 
tribune ; this preetorium was laid with a teflellated 
pavement being cubeLof various and beautifiil co- 
lours. Camden mefliiflls thefe teflellated pavements^ 
which were to be ftert in his time at Overhrougby 
and wh^e thefe pavements were, in that very 
place ftood the praaorium. In xku% praetorium was 
an apartment called 'the auguraJe, fet allde ibr 
prayers, £icrifices, and religious ules. 

III. 

The apartment, as I imagine, of the ceitto- 
rioD. When a. ganiiiiaa confifted o£ one cohort 

there 
3 
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there muft be fix centurions, according to Vegetiui 
de re military 

KK. 

The principia, according to Sir Henry Savite, 
was die forum, or the eagles or enligns of the le- 
gions. But according to Kmnet the principia was 
the place where the llatues of the gods and their 
altars flood. Here then ftood the idol Mogon, the 
god of the Britons of Overhrougb, adopted among 
the gods of the i^omiui^ and here flood Magon'^ 
altar, which I have solj^o^ poi^Aion. 

LJVIlJ. 

The enfigns of the i^i» legions. If there 
were only a cohort, or teith part of a legion, then 
the enfigns, or jigna e thefe two 

marked LN; but the M was the 

enfign of a whole^legiol 



The barracks of the foldieis, where they of the 
garrifoR lodged. Thefe ban%:ks weii (hong flxme 
buildings. Mr. J3br/&)i meafi^red the walls of the 
barracks of Amboglamt's fortrefs, and found them 
28 inches thick. But what is remarkable, the 
ftreets between thefe rows of barracks were only 32 
inches wide. The Romans called thele barracks 
pafilionis, hence the word pavilion. To every 
■ K 2 papilia 
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papilio were allotted ten foldiers to lodge in, fcys 
Vegetiui de re militari j and the head officer over 
every papUto was called Jecanus, and the ten fol- 
diers were called contubernium, 

PP. 

The forum affigned for proviiions, and alfo for 
the head officers of the gairifon to hold councils in. 

qq rr. 
At the four ^(ps or«j»ortS were eight turrets, 
two to each port or g|te. vThe ufe of thefe turrets 
was fin- the centinelffto keep watch in. From 
thele eight turrets the ceniinels might take a view 
to all the points of thJ^ compofs, and fpy the enemy 
on their diftant approach on any fide, and from 
every quar Is in the north turrets 

(marked q «ive infbnnation fix)m 

the mom e. fra exploratorum upon 

IngUboroug alarm by fire. The 

turrets of tl »tf in Cumberland have 

their ruins vifible at this day ; and Severus's wall 
had above 400 of thele exploratory turrets upon it. 



CHAP. 
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C H A P. VIII. . 

fft which of the two provinces (7/"Scverus, or 
in which of the five provinces of Valenti- 
nvmy flood Bremetonacae ; and who were 
the great magifirates and officers that . 
fortrefs wasfubjeSi to, 

WH E N the Romans had reduced Britain to 
the empire, he who was invefted with the 
fopreme powerjover it, was called the pn^raetor of 
Britain ; or whoi his title ^.ingravcd upon ftones 
to be leen at this day, he is called Ugatus Augufialis 
pro^aetoTf or Ugatus Augujih nojiri Britannia, 
The firft of thefe titles is often found upon ftones in 
Britain^ the latter but leldom ; thcfe ftones being 
ei^raven, and eteifted by t^f legions for altars, or 
honorary monuments, and memorials c^ the build- 
ing of a ftation. yuUus jigricola was the 10*^ prch- 
praetor. It was a more honourable poft to be pro- ' 
praetor over Britain^ than to be proconful over any 
other province of die empire j the reafon was diis. 
He who was prtpraetor of Britain was appointed 
ib by the emperor, confcquently was invefted with 
the fupreme military power, as well as civil, over 
Britain. Whereas he who isras made proeonjitl 

over 
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over another province was made fo by the appoint- 
ment of the people, and confequently had no mi- 
litary power within his province, but only civil! 
This diftinftion of a military propraetor^ and a prc- 
conful only of civil power, arofe from a conftitution 
of Augujiui. That prince dividing the empire into 
two parts, one half he referved fw himfelT, and 
appointed over thefe provinces of his own, head 
officers, invefted both with civil and military 
power i the other half of the provinces Augt^ui 
delivered over to the Roman people, to appoint 
procottfuls over thofe provinces, which pncmjuls 
having not the military power, fell ihort in honour 
to the propraetors of Britain^ which was a pro- 
vince belonging to the emperor, and not to the 
Roman people. Bremetonacae, as well as the other 
fortreiles in Britain^ were each fubjeA to their re- 
fpedive praefeS or tribune ; the praefeS or tri- 
bune was fubjeft to the l^te or head commander 
of a legion, and the legate fut^cA to the pr^ae^ 
tor. But we are to note, that he who was prt>- 
praetor^ was legate too over all the legions in Bri^ 
tain. 

Ahh Britain was but one province of the i^ 
fitatis, till the reign of Severus. Septimus Severus 
divided Britain into two provinces, &ys Herodian^ 
Lii.^. Cap. 2^. This divilion m^ht be about 
Anns Domini 1 99. The two [Hx>vinces were called 
Britannia 
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Britoit^a prima and Britannia fecunda. This di- 
vilion was tbtts, as much as I can underftand of 
the matter : That part of Britain which lay to the 
eaiit was called Britannia prima. The other half 
vfzs called Britannia fecunda ; for I have read ibme- 
where, that Tork was in Britannia prima^ and 
Chefter ilood in Britannia Jecwida j consequently 
the iottccSs oS Brrmetonacae maii ftand in Britan- 
nia ficwuia too. 

After this we find Britain divided into four 
provinces, Britannia prima^ Britannia fecunda^ 
Flavia Caefaria^^ and Maxima Caefariet^, Fla- 
via Caefarienjis contained Cornwall, Devonjhire, and 
Somerfetfiire^ and Maxima 'Caefarienjis contained 
Scotland., 

After this the author of the Notitia, vh& 
writ feme time after the year 425, and before the 
year 446, reckons up five provinces of Britain^ 
two whereof, fays the fame author, i. e. Maxima 
Caefarienjis and yalentia, were confular provinces j. 
Uk other three, namely, Britannia prima, Bri- 
tannia feamda, and Flavia Caefarienjis^ were go- 
verned by prefidcnts. The author of the Notitia, 
becaufe be adds a fifth province, called Vakntia^ 
we muft now enquire where that province lay j 
becanfe wherever it lay, we find the ilation of Bre^ 
tneitauuae withio the jurildidion of Vakntia* To 

find 
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find out therefore the fituation of Vahttia, we 
muft confult Ammianm Marcellinm^ Lib. 28. 
Cap, 3. where we find this account. , In integrum 
re/iituit ctvitates^ injiaurabat urbes et p-aefidiaria 
cajlra, Umitefque vigiltis tuebatur, et praetenturii ; 
recuperatamque provinciam ita reddiderat jlatm pri- 
JiinOj ut reSlorem Jegititmtm baberet et FaJentia de- 
inde vocaretur. That is, Tbeodofim the Roman ge- 
neral repaired the cities oiBrttain^ and he defended 
the fortrefTes with garrifons } and on the limits of 
the Roman empire in Britain^ which was Severus's 
wall, he appointed watches and paetenturae^ i. e. 
garrifons in a row on the wall oiSroerui ; and rc- 
llored the province to its former fbte, in fuch a 
manner, as to have a governor, and be called Va- 
lentia, in honour of the cmperw Valentinian. 
Here we find, that according to jimmianus MarceU 
Unm^ tbeodojius^ general td Vaknttnian about the 
year 369, repaired the cities and fortrelles, and a[>- 
pointed watches along the limits of the empire in 
Britain^ and called that province Valentia^ but 
where was this Valentia fituated ? The author of 
the Notitia fhews us, who gives us a lifl of thefe 
garrifons which I'beodojius had fixed in Valentia. 
And from that author we learn, that thefe garrifons 
were fixed on Severus'% wall, and to the fouth of 
the wall ; by this means we get to know, where 
the province of Valentia was fituated ; and the for- 
trefs of Overborougb^ being one of thefe which 

Theodoftus 
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Tbeodofim repaired, themx we colled, that Breme- 
tmacae was fituated within the province of VaUn- 
tia. The reafbn whj I am io inquifitive, where 
VaUntia was, is, foecauTe Camden places this pro- 
vince in Satlaad, which, with all fuboMffion to 
that learned man, I homUj prefumc is a miftake. 
From what I have quoted from. MarceUinus, and 
colledted from the author oftheNofitia^ I inicr, 
that the province of V^entia^ andthe dominions of 
theBRiOANTES, were much aboat the iame trad 
ofland. 

Bkxmeto.nacak llierefbce ftanding within 
the province of Fahiti^^ t)us fortrefs was fubjcd 
to the head magiArate, or oflScer of that province, 
who was called Dmc yaknttae^ and was always a 
confiilar man. And here it's ob&rvable, that the 
fifft time we <ead(rfduket among ^iZavbnfj, b 
the dnke of Fakntitti over the duke ofFaUnfia » 
the ficarius Britartmarttm, who was the fapreme 
Reman m^^iftrate in Britain^ and was introduced 
into the phce of the ^ro^r^^/flr, VihiUi propraeton 
were laid afide, which was about the reign of Dio~ 
cletian^ or Cmfitrntine the Great, about the begin- 
ning of the fourth coituiy. The garrifcm of Over- 
bormgh was flibjeft to the duke of VaUntia at diis 
time, the duke of Talentia fubordinate to the VicS' 
rim Britanniarunt, and he to the emperor. 

L CHAP. 
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CHAP. IX, 

Ohfervatiom upon the eight garrifons jixed 
between SevcrusV wall and Os.tx\x>xoyi^^ 
in order to illuflratt the duty and bufi-' 
nefs belonging to the garrifon of Joldiers 
at Overborough. 

TH E Notitia is the only author I can apply to, 
to get any account of the garrifons in Bri- 
tairti anditisavery ihort account, which that book» 
being properly a rcgifter or roll of the Ruman em- 
pire, has left us of the garrifons of the Romam in 
Britain j however, that roll is of good authority, 
becaufe it was taken, while the Romans poffefled 
the fortrcffes of Britain. I will fet down the ac- 
count, which the author of the Notitia gives of the 
•eight garrifons between the weft end of Severm'i 
wall and Overhrcugh, 

1. PraefeSm alae primae Herculeaef Olmaco, 

2. Tribunui cobortis tertiae Nerviorum, ^ilmf. 
'3. Cuneus armaturarum, Bremetenraco. 

4. Triitmus cobortis fextae Nervioruniy Virofidio, ■ 
^ 5. 
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5. PraefeSlus numeri Barathrum Tigrifenfmm, 
A>-beiae, 

6. Praefe£tu$ numeri Nerviorum DiSienJium, Di^i. 
J. PraefeSim numeri vigilum, Concangio. 

8. PraefeSlus numeri Longo-vicariorum^ Longovico. 

View the map of the garrifons, at the end, how 
thcfe eight garrifons were fituated between Severus\ 
wall and Overhrough, where the names of the 
modem towns are placed in an oppofite columtf to 
their refpedive Roman names in the map. In order 
therefore to iUuftrate the proper duty and buiinefs 
of the garrifon oi Overborougb -^ I findit,necel£uy, 
firft to give an account of the eight garrilbm on the 
ibuth-weft fide of Severus's wall, and by giving an 
account of thefe eight, I can introduce the garrifon 
of Overiorougb, and make the bufineis of the fol- 
diers in that garrifon to be better underftood. I 
have already iet down what the author of the No* 
iitiahas regiftred of thefe eight garrifons ; and to 
make that account more clear, I ihall &t down a 
Iketch of the hiftory of Britain aboat uinno Domi- 
ni 364, from Marceilinus, Lib, 28. Cap, 3. which 
is as follows. 

T,H E Caledonian Pi£fs of Scotland broke through 
all before them, even Severus's waU, advanc«l as 
far as London^ plundered and (acked that ci^,, - 
L 2 , . ^hicl| 



d by Google 



y6 lie eight garrifins Chap. 9. 

which Marcettinus lays was called Augufia. But 
tbiedofiui^ general to VaUntman the FkA, fur- 
rounded them, recovered all their plunder, and re- 
ftored kto the right owners. After this Thtodojiui 
drives thefe Cakdoniant into Scotland^ their own 
country ; then it was that Marceltinus fays^ in inte- 
grum refiituit civitattSf et cajira multipHcihu damnis 
adjti^a infiaurabat^ urbes tt p-aefidtaria cafira Hmi- 
tefgue vigihis tuebatur et prattenturis. From which 
words we learn, that Tbeod^ut npalred the citi(» 
of the Britons^ and the fbrtrefles demolished by the 
Catedo^ian Pi3s of Scotland ^ he reftored the cities 
and the garrifoned fbrtrcfl^^ and fixed watches all 
abng the limits c^ the empire, which muft be on 
Severus'% wall; he alfo &ced garrifons in a line. 
Thus we are informed by MarcelBnus^ that the 
Cakdmiottsaf Snt&mdhad demdilhedthe foitrefles 
all along the Innhs of the Ibman empire in Britain^ 
whidi links I take to be Severus's wall, if that' 
waH was huh widi a defign to be the bounds of 
^ empire in Britairt. Now Bremetonacae being 
one (tf diefe ibrtrtflcs^ ot prae^diaria caJlra^ which 
^ Cakiotnans had demdSftied, we find that it was 
Tbeod^m that repaired it amongft the xtSt ; to that 
as yuktu Agricola balk Bremetmacae^ Tbeod^m 
general to faUntinian above 250 years after re- 
paired the finne ibrttefiu And this &me 73<'<>tj^f^ 
who acowdii^ to aH accounts was ^ moft re* 
mnmnl wai^ «f that age, fixed garrifons on Se- 
verus'% 
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verus\ wall, and on the fouth-wcik fide of the iaid' 
wall, which Marcettinus calls the limits of the em- 
pire in Britain. I thence colled and infer> that h . 
was this renowned general, that appointed the gar- 
rifon called defmfores at Overbormgb. From the 
foregoing account it appears, diat die CakJonian 
PiSis were the common and implacable enemies of - 
the Roman empire in Britain. And therefore Iheo- 
dofius placed thoie garrifons on Severus's w41, and 
to the fouth-weft of the Wall, to be a barrier, and 
to Oppofe the Caledonians^ who lived by robbery 
and plunder, efpccially plandering the Britons who 
were fubjedte of the empire. I think it may not 
be ami&, before I iky any diing further about the 
garrifons, to give a charaf^ of aft old Caledonian 
PiBj the common enemy both (^ the Britons and 
Romam. Thefe Cakdoman PiSfs were fuch a plague 
to the I^nUtns^ that the Roman Kiftorians hate been 
very particular in giving a deicriptioh of them. 
Herodian, LiB.-^. Cap. ^6, lays^die Caledonians 
can f^m through fens, or run into then) up to the 
neck In Aiud and dirt ; for the greateft part of dieir 
bodks being naked, thiy Matter not being all over 
dirty. They witar iron about their bodies, and a- 
bout their necks, and imagine this kon, which 
they wear, is genteel an ornament, as if it was gold ; 
they paint upon their bodies the pifhtrcs of variou» 
Ining creatures, but uib no clothes, that the picr- 
tures ftlay appear t(t view. They are a Tcry 

bloody 
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bloody and warlike people, their weapons are a lit- 
tle ftiield, a target, and a fpcar; their fwords hang 
on their naked bodies. 

DION CASSIUS gives the following ac- 
count of the Caledonians. 

They inhabit naked uncultivated hills, and 
moft barren plains. They have no towns, neither 
do they manure the ground. Their fubliilence is 
the milk of their cattle, bcfides what they get by 
hunting, and alfo fome fruits in woods. They re- 
fltfe to ^d on fi{h, which is in great plenty among 
them. Tents are all the houfes they have, where 
they live naked. Wives are common among them. 
They take an equal care of all the children they 
bring forth. Their government is popular, and 
their conftant employ is robbery and plundering. 
They make war with chariots j their horfes are lit- 
tle but nimble, at^ive and fure-footed. Their arms 
which they ufe, 'a buckler, a polnard^ and a fhort 
lance ; at the l(>wer end of this lance is a piece of 
brafs like an apple, they rattle this probably upon 
their buckler, to ih'ike a pannick fear into their 
enemies. They are ufed to hunger and cold, fa- 
tigues and hardihips. They run up to the very 
chin in morai&s, and can live in them with their 
"head only out for ieveral days without eating. 
When they go to the graves, then roots and leaves 

are 
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arc their food. They have the fecret of making a 
eertaiti eatable, whereof when they have eaten the 
Hze of a bean, they feel up more hunger and thiril 
for fcvcral days. 

Thus much concerning an old Caledonian Pi3 
from Herodian and DionCaffim. As to their coun- 
try, I take the greateft part of Scotland beyond E- 
dinburgb frith on the eaft, and the frith of Cl^^de 
on the wefi, to have been inhabited by the Cale- 
dofiians. All the lea to the weft on that part of 
Scotland is called the DiucaUdonian lea, fr-om the 
Britijh word Dehew, right hand or weft, and Cale- 
doaia : and Camden iays, jiberdem was their ca- 
pital city^ But lam well aflured, the \^ Caledo- 
nian wood in the very heart of Scotland was the 
grand Metropolis of thcfe people. The prefent 
highlanders are the offspring of the old Caledonian 
PiBs ; and the highlanders to this day ufe the iarae 
^veapons, which thePi^i their anceftors uled. 

I s H A £ L now refume my main fubjed, and 
proceed with the eight garrifons which were fixed 
between Severus's vrall and Overborougb. This 
account is not taken from any hiftory extant of thiefe 
garrifons, for there are none } but the following 
remarks occur to me from the fituation of thefe eight 
garrifons; which remarks I make for no other reafbn, 
bat that I may introduce my account of the garriioa 

at 
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'at Overborough, which is the ninth and laft ganifon. 
When an annjr o£Caledomam arofe, and attempted 
to invade . the empire in Britain j then th^ at- 
tempted Severus's wall ; and there are ievend in- 
flances of their breaking through that barrier, 
getting into the empire, plundering and facking all 
before them. At other times, when the CaUtto- 
mans invaded the emfwe, itappears from the fituatim 
of thele eight garrif(»is, (feethemapofthegarrifons, 
table 3. at the «id.) that their ufual entrance wu - 
over Sokoay frith at the weft end ofSnunis's wall. 
It is upon this account that Tiwid^s fixed garri- 
fons upon the coafts of OttrAerland^ to oppolc thefe 
robbers. The CaUdwiam could not enter the em- 
pire at the eaft end of Severm's wall, becaufi: the 
inouth of the river Tiw was both too demand loo 
broad, either to fwim or 6xd. Sahoay frith was 
the ufual rout, by which the CaU&mimu enteoed 
die empire, when they were in fingle dan^ and 
not idile to attack the garrifons on the wall, (fee 
Severus's wall in table 3. at the end.) As fbon as a' 
Oitedmian clan had paifed Solway frith, if they 
ikiriked along the fea coafts of Cum6friami, to get 
into Lanca^ire ^A all the gairUbns, there was a 
^arriibn at Vinjulum^ now Blen&orougbi on the fea- 
coaAs to oppofe thoB. ThJfr garriibn, according 
to die author of the Notitta, confiAed of a cohort 
of Nervian foldiers ; and there is vifible to this da^ 
ji mom exphratmus near this ^Htrsfi, frcun whiclk 

mount 
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mount a centinel might view alt the coafts of Scot' 
land on the other fide of Sdway 6'ith, and fpy the 
enemy on their diiUnt approach. But if the CaU- 
dmiam^ by the aflifbuice of a dark night, got lafe 
by the fortrefi of Ekn&orougit^ there was another 
garrilbn more to the Ibuth upon the fea-coafts, 
called Arhia. Now Morejhyy this garrifon, ac- 
cording to the Notitia^ confined of Barcarian ioU 
diers, to oppofe the Cakdoniahs. But if the Cale- 

. dmians got iafe by thefe two ^arTifons, fculking 
along the fea-£oafb of Cumberlartd^ there was a 
third ganifon, Aill fiirther fouth of this, at Longo- 
vicuSj now Laneajier, This garrifon, according 
to the Notitia, confifted of the Lanci^riam or 
townfmen. And if the Caledonians got paA this 
garrifon, there were no more garrifons fouth-weft 
to the utmoft parts of Britain, But if it happened 
that the clans of Caledonians got over Sohvay frith in 
large bodies together, and had courage to fight the 
garrifons ; then they entered Cumberland immc- 

' diately about Olenacum, now old Carlijk. The 
author of the Notitia places the .Ala HercuUa a^ this 
fortrels, fo called in honour oi Maximianus Herat-' 
leus. If the Caledonians pafi^ this garrifon, and 
advanced towards the eaA, then was the garrifon of 
,Alme, now Whitley Caftle^ ready to oppofe them. 
But if the Caledonians judged it more advifeable to 
march towards the foi^, to get out of the reach of 
the 1 8 garrifons on Severus'swaXif (view the map) 
M then 
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then they fell in with the garrifon of Bremeien- 
racum, now OU Penrttb or Plunton fVall, There 
was a noble garrifon here, whicl^ is called, ac- 
cording to the We/rV/V, Cuneus armaturarufOj which 
Vegetius fays is a troop of horfe armed in the moil 
compteat manner. If tht CaUdmians efcaped this 
garrifon, and marched on flill fouth, then they came 
within thecompafs of the garrifon oiDiBisy no/wjim- 
blefide in Wefimorlani. If the Caledonians got fafe by 
the garrifon of Ambkftde^ where the Noiitia places 
a company of iVifru/tf« foldiers } the next garrifoa 
to the fouth was at Concaagium, now Kendale. At 
this place the author of the Notitia mentions a 
company of watchmen. And here it was vecy 
proper, bccaufe if the -Caledonian PiSls had ad- 
vanced thus far undifcovered, then were they got 
by all the fortrefles except Oxerbormgb. So then 
they, might pillage, plunder, and fack all before 
them without controul. It was therefore the bu- 
iinefs of Concangitim, now Kendale, to fet watches 
at proper places, and upon a difcovery to acquaint 
the other garrifons, who being alarmed might pre- 
pare for a purfuit and an attack. This brings me 
to give an account, 

CHAP. 
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C H A P. X. 

What was the bufinefi and duty peculiar to 
the garrifon called defenibres at Over- 
borough. 



THE author of the Notitia, who took a liA; 
or regifter of the garrifons of the Romans in 
Britain feme time after the year 425, when he 
comes to give an account of the garrifon ^t Over- 
Sorougbf does it in the following words : 

PraefeSus numeri defenforum BraimiacOt i. e^ 
there was a praeie^ over a cohort of ibldiers, called 
the ^enforeSf at Braboniacum, which was the 
name of the talCfoiOverborougb. 

Wh a t was the duty and ofHce peculiar to the 
defenfores among the Raman legions^ I found no 
fmall difficulty to di^ver ; till looking into Pi- 
tifcm\ lexicon of the Roman antiquities, I fbund 
what was the office of the garrifon of defenfores at 
Overborougb. Pittfctts fays, and he quotes Conjiant. 
Porfiy^rogenitus de Tbematihus^ Cap, 40, for it. 

M a Boj 
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E6S defenfores ejf'e^ ^ currents bojies fequun- 
tuT; ipfi defenfores non currunt^ fed orSne jmtd 
progrediuntur, eos qui b^'esfefuehantur excipiunt^ et 
^fendunt f^ forte in fugamvertantur^ etindemmeit 
babuerunt. Thofe arc calkd deferifores among the 
Rffman foldiers, who follow the purfuen of the fly- 
ing enemies. The defenjores do not purTue^'but 
follow after in rank and file, to receive into their 
own body, and fuccour and defend thofe who pur- 
sue, in aSc the enemies ihould rally, and put the 
purfuers to flight. Hence they got the title of de' 
fenfores. It is certain there was not fiich a body of 
foldiers as the defenfores among the legions of the 
higher empire, or Augufian age : But as Coi^antine 
the Great made alterations in the divifions, ranks 
and'form of the legicnS} it's certain, thatfirftC6n- 
Jian emperor introduced the body of men called 
defenfrei among the legions, in the room of the 
old triSrii^ which were a feledt number of the 
choiceft foldiers in the higher empire. 

KEN NET defcribes the triarii thuSy Chap. 
5. Beck 4. of his antiquities. The triarii wcfc 
veterans, or hardy old foldiers of long experience 
and approved valour. They had the name of tri- 
arii from their pofltion in the third place, as the 
main flrength and hdpcs of their party. hnACap. 
10. the triarii marchpd in fo wide and loofe a 
2 rank. 
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rank, that upon occailon th^ could receive th« 
other foldjers into their body in any diilreis. 

KEN NET'S dcfcription of the triartio£ the 
higher empire agrees To exadty with the defenfirts 
of the lower empire j that it is certain, Diocletian^ 
or Cmfiantine the Great, did appoint ' this choice 
body <^ men called defenfores, inftead of the tri" 
arii. And to confirm this, the ^rrifon of iefen* 
foris at Overkrougb were veterans like the triariii 
kit the chorography of Ravennat calls Overborougb 
Bremetonacae Veteranorum. Hence I conclude, that 
the Jefenfores were the iame kind of men in the 
lower, as the triarii were in the higher empire. I 
thence infer, that Hie choicell body of men in thd 
Roman legions being veterans, and hardy old fol- 
diers, men of long experience and approved valour, 
were garrifon'd at Overborougb^ when the author of 
the Notitia took a lift of the garrifons in Britain. 
To proceed with our account of the def en/ores : 
one of their duties was, to guard the walls of a 
town, in cafe that town was in danger. Pitifcus ' 
tells us fo, and quotes his authority out of the fC' 
cond book of Marcdlinus^ Cap. 7. H>s defenforei 
moenium appellate quibus adire propius aujis, defen- 
forei properarunt. It was the duty of the defeii' 
foreiy not only to guard the walls, but they were 
alfo to watch, according to Pitifcus ; defenfores^ 
nif vigilajfent, in audaciam ruere praedpitem. That 

the 
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the feveral duties here mentioned muft belong to the 
^rrifon oi defenfores at Overiorough, is certain j 
for PitiJbuSt when he illuftrates the buiineis of the 
defenforei^ particularly takes notice of the defen- 
fires in the Notitia^ and quotes Panct'roi^, who 
writ notes upon the J^otttia. 

Let us now enquire, why this choice body of 
foldiers fhould be placed in garrifon at Ovtrhordugb. 
The reafon feems plain, Ovcrborougb being the laA 
garrifon moil to the fouth weft ; if a force of Cale- 
donian PiSfi had got Cifely by all the other eight 
gairifons, and got to their proper bufinefs of plun- 
dering and facking the towns and villages of the 
"Britons in 'Tot'kjhire and hancap^irey fiibjedts of the 
"Rcmant : If the Caledoniam, being engaged with 
parties from the reft of the garrifons, and proving 
too many for the Romans and Britons, it was the 
duty of the defenj&res, to attend and fuccour the 
flying Remans and Britons, to open their ranks, 
and to receive into their own "body thofe who were 
put to flight. For the buiinefs of the defenfwes 
was not fo much to fight as to fuccour, becaufe 
they were veterans, to open their ranks and let in 
the flying Britons and Ramans purfucd by the Ca- 
iedonians; or in cafe the 'Caledonians fled, the de- 
fenfores were not to purfue, but to march Icifurcly 
after in due rank and order to fuccour the purfuers, 
.in cafe the Caledonians rallied upon the Romans. 
2 A4i 
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And this I take to be the reafoo, why the defm' 
fores were placed at Overborwgb j that it might be 
the moil: Southerly garrifbn in the limits of the em- 
pire. Confequently it was neceflary to have there 
an approved body of choice foldiers, that the Bri- 
tons might fly thither in any diflrefs : . There being 
no more garrifons fouth-wcft to the faitheft part of 
Britain ; for at this time the fortrcifes at Rfbcbe/ier 
and Mavcbefter^ &c. in ihort, all the fo.-trefle» 
were placed north of Overborougb, and their garri- 
fons fixed on Sevenths wall, and on the limits of 
the empire, as appears from the Notitia, to guard 
againft that reillefs and untamed enemy the Caledo- 
nian PiSty who were a greater plague to the Ro~ 
■mans in Britam, than all the revolts the Britons 
made, vrhilft they were under the Roman empire. 

CHAP. XI. 

To what legion did the defenfores ^ Over-r 
borough belong, and what might their 
number be. 

TH E author of the Notiiia^ when he gives 
us a lift of the garrii<ais under the duke of 
FaUntia, whom he calls Dux Britanniarum, men- 
tions firft of all the fixth legion, and then fets down 
the garrifon oi defenfwei at Overhrougb, the ninth 

garrifon 
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garrifon after. From whence it is obvious, that 
the defenforei were part of the 6th legion. This 
l^ioD, when it is engraven upon ftone, is put thus j 
X E G, V I, v, P, F J that is, Legie fexta viStrm 
fiajidelh, 

Ts. I s legion came into Britain in the reign of 
JIadrian. That emperor came into Britain him- 
felf, and made a turf wall from line mouth to Sol- 
•way frith, from eail fea to weft iea, between 60 
and 70 miles long, which he designed fru- the bar- 
riers and limits of the empire ia Britain^ called by 
antiquarians Hadrian's vallum. The iixth legion 
continued in Britain^ till the Romans abandoned 
our ifle. Tork was the place where this legi(Hi 
ufually rcfided. Mr. Tborejby of Leeds had bricks 
in his mufeumy which he found at Tork with the 
title of the 6th legion. 

I c o M E now to enquire, what m ight the number 
of the defenfores be, which made up the garrifon 
at Overborough. The author of the Notitia calls 
them numerus defenforum j but what this numerus 
contained, is not fo cafy to determine. That the 
word numerus is a military term is certain } for in- 
ftance, 'tacttm^ Vita Agricoiae^ iays j Sparjis per 
provinciam numeris : And Suetonius^ Vita VeJ^a/i- 
ani i Revocatis ad officium numeris. But the diffi- 
culQr remains ftill, what determinate number this 

term 
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term numerus coDtained. Ulpian^ the Roman law- 
yer, iays, in PandeSi, Numeri vocaSantur cobortes ^ 
«nd in another place, numerus et cobors idem eft. Ac- 
cording to Vegetiui then, a cohort vn& the tenth part 
of an auxiliary legion, and an auxiliary legion was a 
Rsman legion of the lower empire \ that is, about 
■ 6000 men. If then a cohort be the iame as nume- 
.rui^ then a numerus muit contain the tenth part «f 
.an auxiliary legion. This calculation gives us 6oo 
men j .confequently the defenfores of Overborougb 
coniifted of 600 men, fuppofing the number com- 
pleat. And to purfue this calculation, this fortress 
of Bremetmactu tauft -have 60 bartkcks or papilios^ 
to lodge this number of foldiers ; for Vegetius fays 
one papilio was to contain ten ft^diers, neither is 
there any difHculty in aHigning 60 papUos to that 
fortrefs } £)r as much as appears of it now, it muil 
have been a very large one. This fortrefs of Brt- 
metonacae continued in poiTeinon oi a Roman garri- 
fon as long as any one ftation in Britain ; and I date 
the continuance of it in the following manner. Bre>- 
metomcae was ereftcd by Julius Agricola^ A. D. 
79. The fame ftation was in pofleflion of a garri- 
fon till the year when the Romans abandoned Bri- 
tainy which account I coUefl: from circumftances 
in the book of the Notitia. The year in or about 
which the Romans departed out of Britain^ is fixed 
about Anno Domini 446, by the beft authorities \ 
therefore 79 from 446, there remain 367, by 
N which 
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which calculation it appears, (hat Bremetmacat 
was in the pofleffion of the Ramans £at the fpace of 
367 years } and it is now 1371 years iuice die i^o- 
mam abandoned it. 

Ha V I n g now finHhed my acoount of old Bre-^ 
metottacMf I fliiU in tjbe next pla£« give a defcrjp- 
^nofasmany mooumeots of antiqui^^ as I have 
difcovered in and about the ruioB of thic aadent^ 
a^d cHice&izious ftation. fixed at (kvritinaf^. 

CHAP. XIL 

CoficerniTjg the »/?/Mogon, tutelar deity <f 
the Britons of Overborough. 

THAT Megm was the idol vdiich the Britons 
inhabitants of Overborot^b vorfhipped, 1 
liave lately dilcovered, by finding the very altar de- 
dicated to M^otit and his name infcribed on it, and 
on which ofiferings were made to that idoL I flialL 
aow trace out the pedigree of the idol Mugon, and 
give an account how tfai& idol was introduced among 
(he Britons^ I find the god Mogon one of the idola- 
mentioned in the Old Teftament ; hence it appears, 
that the Britons of Overborough^ be&>rc the light of 
Ae gofpel (bone in this iiland, worfliipped the £une 
idol that is mentioned in. the book of Numbers^ and 

which 
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vrhkh the old Canaanites^ who inhabited the Holy 
Land} did once wcn^ip. But before I proceed 
any further in ailerting fo feeming improbable a 
truth, I expedt to be called upon, to produce my 
vouchers. The learned Samms is my authority j 
this gentleman, after taking a deal of pains about 
proving the original introduiHon of the idols of 
Britain^ iays thusj ** The godMagon oxMogon feems 
to be brought into Britain by the Pboem'a'ans^ i. f-, 
the old Canaanitesy and in all probability may be 
the god of the Canaanites^ Baal Magon^ the lord 
S^gon. For as from dag a fifli, the Pbilifiines 
made their idol Dagott j fo this idol of the fun, 
from the melting quali^ that planet hath, might 
from Mag^ which fignifies to mdt, be called Mag- 
on J and that" this Magon^ a god of the Brittmt^ 
was the fiin, and fo confequcntlyof PAwmW^nex- 
traftion, this addition of Qtd feems to verify. CaJ 
in the Phoenician dialed; fignifies onfy^'* Thus fat 
Samms in his Britannia concerning the idol Mo^ 
^on, 

■ 1 SHALL now flww vi4iere this idol is m^'- 
tioned in die Old Teftament. In the 32' chap, of 
the book oiNumlrers^ and 38'" verfe. " The chil- 
dren of Reuben bnih Nebi and Baal Magm" That 
Mogon fignifies the fun, Mr. Samms in the quota- 
tion above has told us. That the fun was Worftiip- 
pcd, and under diferent names, by the idolatrous 
N 2 nation^ 
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nations round the holy land, Jumm and Tremelliui 
in their notes upon the Old Tcftament have TufH- 
cicntly proved. The Babylonians worlhipped the 
fun under the name cf Bell ; the Perfians under th^ 
name of Mitbras j the AJfyriam under the name of 
Ofiri$ ; the E^tiam under die name of Orus ; 
the Canaanite: under the name of Baal Magon j and 
the Britons of Overhrougb under the name of Mo- 
gon. That the idolatrous Ifraelites worlhipped the 
fun, is plain from feveral inftances of the holy, 
fcriptures. St. Stephen told the Jews, A^s Chap. 
7. *' Ye took up the tabernacle of Mohcb^ and 
the flar of your god Rempban". By the ftar of the 
god Remphan is to be undcrl^ood the fun, which 
the idolatrous Ifraelites worihippcd. That the 
Britons worlhipped the idols of the Old Teftament, 
may be coUeAed A-om the prayer of Boadicea queen 
of the Britons^ when ihe began that famous battle 
with the Romans j, flic prayed thus j "■ O Afiarte,^ 
prote«ftrcfs of women, I invoke thee." This god- 
6s.i%Aflarte is the very &me idol, which king ^0- 
hnuin^ in his dotage, and his wives worihippcd, 
which idol the holy Scriptures call AJhterotb, th& 
abomination of the Sidonians. That the Pboeni— 
dans have left behind them tokens or memorials of 
their being in Britain^, feveral inftances prove. 
There are two rivers in Lanca^ire, which have. 
both P^m;V/<7ff names ; Ribble znA Lune. Ribblc 
Wias. (^lled Belifama, a Bboenician word Hgniiying 

Venus. 
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Venui in the waters. Both rivers were probably 
worfliipped by the Britons. Now comes on the 
difficulty, to give an account, which way Mogon 
and AJkterotb^ as well as other idols of Phoenicia 
and the holy land, came into Britain ; which diffi- 
cult I folve thus : Straho in his third book of geo- 
graphy fays,^ that the Pboeniaans in old times, 
i&iled through the fhaits of Gibraltar^ and main- 
tained a commerce with the inhabitants of the Caf- 
Jeterides illands. But where lay die Cajfeteri'des f 
StraBo lays they lay between Spain and Britain^ 
but near to Britain. Now it's cettain, there are no- 
iflands that have this fituation but only the Sciify 
ifiands, by Cornwall j fo that thefc Cajfeterides of 
Strata muft be none elle but the Sdl/y illands by 
ComwalL Strabo fays, the merchandize of thefe 
Iflands was tin, &> called &om KaoriTf^c, tin. 
This confirms my fuppofition, becaufe the Romans 
took thefe illes in after-ages, and had their tin fi-om^ 
Cornwall and diefe ifles, to which places the Ro- 
mans banilbed male&^rs or condemned perfbns. 
If the Phoenicians therefore traded with the Britons 
for tin in old time, {Strabo iays in old time, and 
Strabo himfelf lived about the time of our Blefied- 
Saviour) then thefe Phoenicians muft have had ^Aorsr 
in Britain^ and thefe factors muft have had'families 
herej and thefe merchants, &£tors and their &nilie8 
Oiuil have had Uieir idols with them ; and by de- 
uces thefe idols of Phoenicia muft have come to be- 
worihipped. 
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woHbipped by the Britons, StilHngfeet proves the 
matter beyond all denial, that the Pboeniciaru and 
old Britms held commerce one with another. There 
is a text in fcripture, which nms in my oiind, and 
in m^ opinion tends very much to prove what I 
have been advuicing. The prophet Ezekiel, in 
the 2y** Chap, and iz** Verftj whilft he is thun- 
dering out deftnu^on to the city of Tyre in Pbocntciat. 
which city in Ezf.faV/'s time> ;.f. about 575 years be- 
fore Cbrifi*s time^ was a ci^ of the greateft merchan- 
dize in the world, fpeaks thus to her : *' They of 
^arjbijh were thy _ merchants for the multitude of 
all riches, fox tin which they brought to thy feirs." 
^hs.yoi'TarJhiJb, that is, lixGIkians^ neighbours 
to the 7yria/JSt accordii^ to Junim and TremeiiittSy 
brought tin to the city of 7yre. I aik, where did 
this tin come from, in the prophet Ezekief& time ? 
where do we read of any tin In old time in Europe, 
Afia or Africa^ beiides the tin of Britain f Hence 
Straio illuilrates this paflage of the prophet Eze- 
kielt and Ezekiel adds to the authority of Strabo, 
concerning the Pboemcians trading, with the Britons 
above 2300 years ago for tin ; by which means tha 
Pboemcians introduced the worOiip of Baal Magon, 
Jfhterotb^ and other idols of the Old Tcftament, 
among the Britons, I muA not omit Mr. Cam' 
den's account of the idol Mogon. There is a town 
in Nortbumbsrknd called Rt^ngham, where this 
idol Megan was worfhipped in old time. The in- 
habitants 
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habitants had thehiftoiy handed down to them t^ 
4radiUon ; and they tdld CemJeriy their god Mogm 
■defended i2^^£49«r a toi% time againft a iSff^i^, or' 
I'agaM prince^ who laid ikge to it. 

CHAP. xnr. 

Adefcripthn <f the altar vf Mogon latefy 
di/covered at X>vah(xou^ 

WHILST I was htmtiiig aiter antiqattie& 
round old Bremetmacae^ by dunce I go^ 
a. glin^e of old M^on. There's an old buildings 
the ftones df wttkh -vnhilfl I carefblly furr^ed, I 
^'d Megent altar. And here I take tea appaetvi- 
si^^ to make my acknowledgmems to Nicbolm 
Femdck Eiq; l^ whoie mtereft the wall was cr^ 
iered to be t^en down, and die altar put ia nwf 
pofieffion. ThJG akar I take to be above i6oD' 
years c4d, i. e. almoft as ancient as Breme$0iacat 
jtfelf. My reafon is dus i 

CoMPLicATioirt of tettefsnponjloneinfcrip'- 
tioiis. came not into u& till Commodus's reign, £iy& 
Narfiey^ Thoie inicripticms that bear date in Ha^ 
drian*% and jintonmus Piiu's reign^ have no can- 
plication of letters, (by complication of letters I 
jBiean when one cypher Hands for ieveral letters); 

according 
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accordmg to this rule> the letters upon this altar. 
having no complication in them, prove the altar as 
old as Hadrian or Atttoninus Ptus, Hadrian began 
to reign Anno Domini 1 17. This altar was dedi- 
cated to the idol Mogon by a Roman lady upon the 
recovery of her health, according to my interpreta- 
tion of the infcription upon it. It was the cuftom 
of the Romans^ when they had conquered a coun- 
try, to adopt the tutelary gods of that country a- 
mong their own. For which Teafon, when th& 
Romans ha.d (uhAued the weftem Brig antes, 
the god Mogm came to be worihipped by the i2p- 
mans. And this altar, which was dedicated by a 
Roman to the idol Mogon, is a moft certain proof. 
that Mogim was the tutelar deity of the Britons of 
Overborougb. The Raman lady Aita^ being reco- 
vered of her health, returned thanks to Mogon^ who 
\ras the fun, or Apolk^ the god of phyfick or 
heal^. See table the fourth, figure the firft, which 
reprefents the face of the altar, and hath this in* 
(cription: 



Deosa 




DEOSAfl<^0 


Mgont 


which I read 


MOGONTI 


Re bivat 


out at 


R ^Jiituta Bonae I a M 




length thtfs 


Valet udini At 


Tapos.o 




TA FosuitVotum. 



The 
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The third line is exceeding obicure; now! 
regret dw \o& of Mr. Hi^fiey^ that learned cler^- 
man who was die beft iotcrpreter of altars and iu- 
icriptbos of ai^ man in Britaiit ; of wfaom I wai 
al»out to defire an rx{daaadon of the third, lifte^ 
but hare now heard he « fetetydead; fo I anl 
obliged to read the third Ime as w«U «g my po<m 
fkilt will pennit toe. The reafixk why I read th); 
third line a» above^ is, becai^ M^gm tifM)n ano- 
ther altar is oaXieiyiiue r^ietter, at he was the 
fun-or god of health. 

FibtfRE ti. aiid tit. 

fteprefent the two Utenfik -pn the left fide of 
hiogm*% altar, which are fajT'^"*; tttdifib or in- 
ftniments. Thefe are carved in a very large re- 
Hew. F^re the i&bond hr Afiaais, with which 
the firieft knodted dowh the aaumal vdiich was to 
be the vi&iBii Figov the third tt the ficef^ta or 
iacrificing: knife, Widi whtdi the ^rdeft cut tl^e 
victim Ma pieces, afid diftrifouted tut fleih according^ 
te ^ riMF [M«per fo dus id<d. -Some fueces the 
prieft dedicated to il^on's altar,- dther pieces he 
referred for himfelf and regaled with them. 

Figure IV. 
R^prelents ihe ri^t fide of Mogpn^ altar. What to 
make oi this figure I cannot tell ; to me it appears 
O the 
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the portraiture of an owl } but why an owl upon 
Mcgm'% altar ? If Mogm be the i>mt idol with 
I&kcb fo often mentioned m the Old TcAament, 
then turtU doves were iacred to Mi^tm^ Sx they 
were iacred to MmIkL But dien this figure hai no 
te&mblance of a turtle, but <^ an owl it certainly 
has> in my opinion j but I can give no reaibn, why 
^ Britms fliould confecrate the owl to Mogott or 
the fun> except theie two will be admitled as rca-^ 
iota. Firft, the owls pay a fort of religion or ve- 
neration to the fun> becaufc it is the nature of that 
bird} never to ftir abroad while the fan fliines; 
f^condly, the fun was called ji^oUo Smntbeus hy 
the ancients, that is, jfy^ the moufe-catcher j 
now the owl above all birds, in imitation of ApoUo^ 
is a moft notable moufe-catcher. 

Figure V. 
Denotes the fixm^ tkurihAtm, or top of the altar. 
The focus of aban is not always in the &mt ihape, 
Tbcfrcus of. fcme is round, c^ othcis an oblong 
i^uare. Thafe altars amoi^ tiie ancients, that 
were con&crated fcroDOlfaeT ufe but to «ftr prayers 
upon, have vaficus at ^ 



CHAP. 
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CHAP. XIV. 

A D^ription of the bulla s^yxecA. found in 
tiefortr^afOvahorauQh." 

THIS auns iuUa was finmd in the Ibrtrels . 
bjrMUs Faewickt ud is reprefented b^ fi- 
fiure die fixth. The hiUa aarea of the Ramans ' 
was a fint of hollow ball of pure gdd hanging about 
the neck, m whidi was inclo&d ibme Cured amu- 
let or prefervatire againft tnvy. The mrea butti 
was oaly wore hy nobleinen''s children among the 
RomoHs. The reafoa of the foung ooUemea car- 
rying the ^Mtexfa and aurea Mia is delivered 
in this manner. The attres ttd^ being duped 
^e a heart, might as often as they looked upon it 
be no inconfidenble incitenunt to courage ; and the 
purine of die gown nught remind them t^the mo- 
de% that became them at that ^, fays Kennet. 

This buBaattrea m^ht be loft by Imne yoong 
patrician, learning the art of war under the Pro- 
praetor of Britain, whflft he lodged with the ' 
Propraetor in his praetorium ; fot the young no- 
blemen lodged with the Propraetor, whiUl ihxj 
wert, under martial diicijrfine. Hence comes th^ 
pV^c in da^ck authors, hs inftancet Julius 
O 2 Caefar 
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Ctufar (fays Suetmim) prima fiiptnditt fecit Marci 
Tbermi contuhernio. The young- noblemen lodged 
with the genital io the. iatne pavilion or praeto- 
rium. And this bulla was found near the . praetf- 
rium at Qverhrougb: This iuUa might Iv loft- 
by a young. i^atncian, wlsl%lie^wa& aftmding the 
emperor, lodging in the fbrtre& of Bremetonacae, 
T{i^S, J6;«(«^, eonBctors, hivft. If^ at, Qyt*^ 
"mlf. wj)if4 I, th^ I ROW, S(;(ri»flw , Sfoenu, 
»^Jicp_^ he,c^^ i^ Br/(a^, lejt hp^%i .Q<f#..a|: 

ti^hjf leg((j[i5in|&-i«ij^ ^fqw^th9[e.li^!«-n9 w^j 
%A<T;/ri4 .to,inar(;)y^iSc5/^^^ bfi^^gpoi/ 
miljtp^^ ^Hjj, vnjiig^. j^iaiiif, ha4 , lajfi, and, o«i 
w^kh y^rv^s^'^fj^toK^/lid ftand^ nptb^i, weis- 
tlfer^.a^y^jbi^c^^iQ lo^eji(>. b^des-.thcibr^fles,, 

ttejng a^%s fi^.f^S^of loflgffife%^ fip p r r rtr; . , 
al^ this way into £cotland j and Gf/jz, Severus's 

^¥>«.^i4r."^teW!-j«)»^» wJ)ich,f»ffioMjr , 
f^Pf'W •^i^9*»/<=WF°^s,hsn6 lodgqd a^ 

C.H:A,P4 
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C H A. P. XV. 

Att<a€tomt op <» patera ^W |M-aeffrjciilmii 
fimd'by digging within the fortt efs. ■ 

TH'E patera^ whichr was found at'Over^ 
roughs was an ind^erent broad,' btit ihal- 
low> . platter of pot metal, or rather of comiBOn 
Ibkcd clay, Thfe vefl*els which. the ^ivMnr made 
Of^clay are moft'eafiljrdfftrngiuihable from our m»^ 
demones; for tkhfeiZo/sun urns -and paUrae^ that 
riiave foen^ are alwajrs of common clay, and look 
Ukc our bricks fi>r colour ^nd matter. 

FiOTTRB VII. 
Repreients the patera fonnd in the fbrtrefs. The 
prieft or facrificerheld his /itftrtf- in one hand, 
whilft. he ppored ■ the ' wine out of the praeferitU^ 
lum^to- this platter with. the other ; after which 
thd ^crificer threw the wine out of his platter, 
part iqxm the altar ; the reft he Ipsinkled between 
the horns <^ the beaft Aat was to be iacrificol;- 
Hrnw VirgHi 

Iflfktenens^eXtfd patefampvkb&rima Dido 
Cdndehtii vaccae tntdia inter cornuafimdii. 

Figure 
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FiGUKE \Tn. 
Repreienis the fraefericuhm, which was fbiiai 
deep in digging the cellars of Mr. Femmck'% hcpaSt. 
This facred utenfil of the old JScnuw happened 
to be broke bj the pick-axe, the fragments of which 
I have by me. This jug is called by antiquanaM 
fometimes fraefericuhun^ fometimes gtatiUf tad 
fometimes urceus. I obferve the mouth of thir 
veflel difiers, for fome are Humd, others peaked j 
this whidi I have is peaked, (iee figure the eighth.) 
The (lie of this veflel was to bring wine to the ia- 
aifice, and out of this the wine was poured into 
^patera. When the utcniils of a iacrifioe are 
ifavck upon a medal, I dbfare the figure of die. 
prtufericubim is always the £uxke. 

CHAR xvr. 

An account of a PlinyV Dniidis infigne 
found by the military tvay leading to 
Overborough. 

PLINT in his 29th book and third chapter of 
his Natural Hiftory calls this glafs bead by 
the name oi Druidts infigne. The people otWaUi 
call thcfc beads GUin NaJoretb, two Britijb words 
fignifying the jewel of a ferpcnt, in EngHJb a Druid 
amulet. 

Tub 
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■ The bead which I have by me, and whicH waff 
feund by the militaFy way leading to O-cerboroughy 
is an inch broad, it has a large perforation ; the 
matter it i% made of is a dark purple glafs, waved 
round with a white ierpentine line j fee figure ninth. 

These Druid amulets are to be found in 
Wales and the'highlands of Scotland, becaufe the 
Druid prieits inhabited Wales and Scotland a long 
dme after the Saxons had driven the Britons Into 
thele countries, . The common people of Wales are* 
of opinion to this day, that whoever finds any of 
^efe Druid amulets, and wears it about him, will 
be fortunate in all his actions. This piece of fuper- 
ilition had got amongfl the Romans thetnielvcs, 
after they became acquainted with the Druids of 
Britain and Gaul, llic Romans believed, that he 
who wore a glafs bead made and confecrated by a 
Druid prieft, would be fbrtonatt in two things 
acceding to Pliny^ Ad vifforias litium et aditus 
regum Druidis injigne mire laudatur. Which 
wwds, if X underftand them right, he who wears 
a Druid amulet fhall gain the vi&ory at kw-fuits,. 
and aUb be very fortunate in courT-preferments. 
The lame author ttlb a remarkable ftoty of a /Stf- 
man knight, who attending a law-fuit which he 
had upon his hands, and wearing a Druid amulet 
in his bofbm, was put to death by the emperor 

Claudius 
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Qaudim iot this piece of fuperftition, for no odier 
reaibn could be aJUigned for that enq>eror*8 dif^ea- 
fure againft the knight, ht^ne Drtddii tatUat va^- 
nitatist ut bahentem in life injitm Remamm equitem 
e Vecmtiii a Divo Claudia principe iftferemptum^ 
mn 06 aliud fciam ; %s Pliny in his 09^1 book. 
So that this poor knight got no court-prefennent by 
wearing a Druid amulet in his hoiom. 

• 
The Druids of Britain were not only funous 
for thefe amulets, but Britain itlelf was noted for 
iereral other curiosities of this nature. ^oUnus ot^ 
fcrves, that the Britons were very nice about their 
fword handles j " The ffritons (iays be) adocn 
their fwofd hilts with the teeth of (ea fiflies, (. & 
they ftud them lb curioufly, that they make tbe& 
teeth polUh 99 white as ivory." Straio in his geo- 
graphy of Britain takes notice of the fine bridles^ 
which the borfes of the Britons wore, and calk 
thefe bridles lAfifnittuti f 4Aia« which two words 
perplex the friticks, but they are interpreted orna- 
ments for horiits heads ibidded with fi0i bones. 
As Britain has always, been famous for breeding; 
hqrles. it's natural to fiippofe^ the old Britons muft 
be. okc in. thcdc trappii^ and capanibouig of 
them, Tho' StraU takes, notice of the ornamcnt»' 
and brads, with which, the Britons adonied their 
hor&s i yet I canned ficid, that he takes notice o£ 
the horfes themi^lves. But the Briiijh dogs that. 

ftuthor 
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Mithor particularly remarks upon. Dion Cqffius has 
kft us an account of the Britijh horfes^ but then 
tbcy are only the Scotch galloways, which that 
grave hiilorian &ems to admire &> much. There's 
a treed of horfcs, fays D/ot, among the Caledo- 
mafiSy which tho' diey are little ones, yet they are 
the a^iveft, nimbleft and fureft of foot that can 
be. As the oM Britons made great ufe of horfes in 
war, fo we find they were nice about their hamefs ; 
f<x the old Britons fought upon effedae or carrs, as 
the heroes of Greece did in old time. Read Gw- 
far'i and Tacitus'^ account of an old Briton fight- 
ing upon his carr, then read Homer's account of an 
<Ad Graectatt fighting upon his carr at the war of 
Troy, and a wonderful refemblance there is be- 
tween them as well for aftivity as valour. To con- 
firm this obfervatlon of mine, Diodorus Sicuhs hys, 
that the Britons live as people did in old time, and 
they fight upon chariots, as the heroes of Greece 
did at the Tr^an wars. £ut to return to my Druid 
amulet, fiom which Straho and Solinus have drawn 
me, by looking among the necklaces, amber and 
glafs, which thefe audiors mention to have been 
worked in Britain^ where I hoped to find an ac- 
count of my Drm'd ^lulet. Morton in his Natural 
Hiftory of Northamptonjhire mentions a Druid 
bead, which he found, and fuppofes hts bead to 
bebng to that kind of ware, which the Britons ex- 
ported to Gau/, which Straio fays, were Ekphan- 
P tina 
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iina Pfalia^ ^^ necklaces, and amber, and glais 
ware. But Ifaac CafauBon flatly denies what Stra- 
bo affirms, for no other reafon, as I ioi^ine, but 
that Ifaac being a Gaul himfelf^ thought k was an. 
aifront Co his ancellors the old Gauls^ to buy fuch 
trumpery as poliih'd filh-bones, beads, and Druid 
amulets of the Britom^ and to give their valuable 
wares for thefe trinkets of the oX^Britims, But 
would old Ifaac pretend, that the Gauls were as 
polite a people as the old Britons. I would not 
have Ifaac fo vain, as to im^ine fo. Well, fince 
Ifaac Cafauhon and I are both prejudiced, each in 
behalf rtf" our own countrymen, we will refer this 
difpute to yulius Caefar and JuUut ji^cola^ whe-, 
Aer the old Gauh or (^d Britons were a more 
polite people. Caefar in his commentaries remarks^ 
that when the Gauls delired to be throughly in- 
ftrufted in religion, they came pupVls to the Druids 
in Britain.. How iavours old Ifaac this? Ac- 
cording to Caefar^ Britain was to Gaul^ what 
jitbem was to Rome^ a place of education for the 
young Gaulsy where they were to commence clergy 
Druids. 

JULIU& AGRICOLA was a competent 
judge of the natural abilities of both the Britons and 
Gauls -y yet Agricola preferred the natural genius of 
the Britons^ that is, of the weftem Br i g a n t e s„ 
before that of the Gauls -^ becaufe> lays Tacitus^ 

the 
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the Britons were enatnour'd of the Roman lan- 
guage, whereas the Gauls had refufed to learn It. 

CHAP. XVII, 

An account of a ftylus, graphium, or cop' 
per writing peny taken out of an urn by 
the military way leading to Bremeto- 
nacae. 



SI R John Clerk, in a little treatifc tieJyU^ vete- 
ruffiy has giren a curious account of the^ylus, 
^rapbium^ or writing pen of the Romans, His was 
found in Scotland among the Rontan monuments 
there. Sir John's defcription tallies fo much with 
that which I took out of an urn, which was depo- 
fited in a Roman burying-place, by the grand mili- 
tary way leading to Overhorougby that I have con- 
cluded mine ^fiylus alfo. Sir John Clerk obferves, 
that thefe pen& of the ancients were of gold, iilver, 
brais. iron, the fhape various, but always pointed 
at one end, flat and broad like a iwx%&Gt^% fpaiuh 
at the other. This which 1 have by mc is fo. Sec 
i^^ire 10'". The^^w of bone was for women and 
children, the^^j^ of iron was ufed Ibmetimes as a 
dagger. Suetonius iays, that Julius Caefar wounded 
( in his ann grapbio. The lame author ob- 
P 3 Icrves, 
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ferveSj that it was ufual with Caligula, to get his 
enemies murdered grapbio. Caffianus the mar- 
tyr was murdered by his fcholars with iron Jlyli. 
Military men wrote with the point of their daggers. 
Hence Jiylus and pugio came to be confounded. 
From thc^ylus ufed to make letters with, came the 
phrafe, fuch and fuch an author ufes fuch and fuch. 
ftyle, to denote his manner of exprellion ; or fuch 
an author is mafter of a fine pen. Oor next en- 
quiry muft be, what It was that the Jiylus writ 
upon. And the thing which the Jiylus writ on 
was called fugillaris, made of wood or ivory, or 
fkim covered over with wax; fo that ihtfiylus en- 
graved (he lettCFS in the wax ; and when the writer 
Uotted out jiny thing, he took the flat end of the 
JiyluSy and rubbed the ktters out, by fmoothing the 
wax. Hence that exprefllon in Horace is explained, 
fiykim. vtrterey i. e, to blot out what was written. 
Sometimes thcfe fugillares were of gold, filver, 
brafs, or lead, without wax ; then there was a ne- 
ceflityof an ironJyluSj to cut the letters upon fuch 
pugiUares as thefe. Hence wc come to a dear idea 
of that exprelHon o£ Jo^, chap. 19, verfe 23. " O 
that my words were now written. O tlwt they 
were written in a book ; and graven with an iron 
pen in lead or io ftone fer ever." But here it muit 
be noted, that the ancients writ upon parchment 
with ink, as we do ; their pen vfos then made of a 
teed, which grew upon the river Nile j and their 

paper 
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paper was alfo made of the flcins of the papyrus, 
another reeil which grew upon the NHe alfo. The 
ink of the ancients was of feveral colours befide 
black : The Roman emperors wrote with crimfoii 
or fcarlet ink, made of the blood of the ihell-fifli 
called murex or purpura^ or rather of the liquor of 
the purpura boiled ; fo that when we meet with 
purpwa in clailick authors, we muft not interpret 
it purple, but crimfon or fcarlet, which was the 
colour of the blood of the fifli murex or purpurOy 
which was fcarlet in' perfeftion. This colour was 
fo admired by the poets, that whatever was brigltt 
and iinc they called crimfon } as Horace calls the 
fwan, whidi was always white, purpureis ales gIo- 
ribus. Thefe remarks not only tn-ing to my mind,, 
but alfo make me admire, the divine harmony of 
the four Evangelifts, who have mentioned the co- 
lour of fcarlet by three fynonymous expreffions, St, 
Matthew and St. *Jobn lay, " that ^e foldiers cloth- 
ed our Blefled Saviour in a fcarlet robe j"" St. Mark 
iays, it was a purple robe ; and St, Luke fays it was 
a white robe. Now the robe was certainly fcarlet : 
fo that St. M^k'% phraie elegantly refers to the fcar- 
let of the purple iilh, and St. Luke'i phrafe tod^rx 
^Mftvfcir £gnifies a fplendtd robe, fuch as kings 
wore, of fcarlet; which wcm^s of St. Luke have 
great injury done them, by being rendred in our 
old En^liflj trauflation a white garment. 

Figures; 
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no Antiquities found Chap. 18. 

Figures XI, XII, andXIII. 
Are the urns, in which I found the Roman Jly^ 
lus. Thefe three urns were dcpofitcd in a Roman 
tumulus near the military way. This tumulus was 
an exa£t circle, 10 yards diameto:, and one yard 
deep> of fmall ilones equal with the furface of the 
ground about It ; and thefe three urns were depo- 
fited under the ftoDes. 

CHAP. XVIII. 

A medal of Flavius Vefpafian, by which I 
endeavour to prove the date of the anii" 
quity of Breihetonacae. 

FROM this copper medal, found deep in the 
fortreis, already mentioned in the fifth chap- 
ter i I have endeavoured to prove, that the ffcatioa 
of Overborougb was creded by yuHus ^ricola in 
the fame year that this medal bears date ; namely 
79, when Fiavius Vejpa/ian was conful the eighth 
time ; and this medal, added to my interpretation 
of7j«Vtfi, chap. 2o"'of ^^r/VoAj's life, very much 
fupports my account of the year and Tropraetor^ 
when and who, ereded the ftations in Lancajbire. 
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chap. 1 8. A/ OVERfiOKOVGH. HI 

Figure XIV. 
Is Fiaviut FfJPq^'s copper medal. 

Figure XV. 
A fi-agment of an altar dedicated to a Roman god in 
a wall at Overhorougbt but as it has no letters in- 
feribed on it, it puts a ftop to our further enquiry^ 
only a centorial mark icems to be carved on it. 
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